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T O THE 


Mot Reverend Father | iN Ce O OD, 
His GRACE 


THOMAS, 


By Divine Providence 


Tor Archbiſhop - of C andy; 3 
| ; Primate and Metropolitan of al 
| ,. England, &c. 


uy Lord, 

OUR "TOR being not: 
: 4 onlybyYour Place and 
Station, but: by Your-'own 
'Qhoice and. voluntary AR, 
"he Grand Patron of our Relj- 
1900, it cannot be improper 
i ang You a dic: 
\ vis Papers, which, though 
' : A 3 in 


l - ile) F) 4 ! 
| F \'< : 
. 
» 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. _ 


/ in themſelves very mean _ 
 £ inconfiderable, and unworthy 
of Your Grace's View,” are 
a Vindication' of ' that Holy 'q 
Cauſe againit the repeated 
Civils a Y bold caſtle of 

Atheiſtical Spirits, who (as 
Your Grace witha'very deep | 
R ekntmentand R egret * ob- | 
ſerves) are of hate grown've- | 
ry numerous. How vigoroul- : 
ly;x-qur Lord{hiphath attack 3 
«dd. this fort. of Men, is well 
known, tothe\Vorld.z;:ard | 
that hithert, they. have ,not * 
been able to-hring about their | 
impieus: Defi 1985 ;:15 1. great | 

PHF qwing, to Your,ord- | 
| _ ed eh * le vt Qutipiſiny +  Shrmb1)! apithe | 
| = [tips 1 


| and Abſurdity © 


| 'ſome- of | thoſe" Heads and 
Springs whetice the Atheiſtick 


I; they are fed and nouriſhed. 
| -WhichThope will be of go6d 
' aſe to thoſe who defite to-be 


The pile Dedicatory. 


ſhip's ſucceſsful Artempts'1 
pretume, from the Encourage- 
ment which fo Houftrioiis' an 
Example hath given me," to 


Y engage © in - the: ſame "Cariſe, L 


that'is, to'lay o Fre the: Folly 
t 


heir Preten- 
ces,' and withall: ito diſtoyer 


Apprehenſioris of theſe prefer ent 
Tims ariſe,” and; whinby 


caution'd againſt the Venom 
of this Raging Evil, and will 


g-! in ſome meaſure operate even 
+4 on 1 thoſe who are infected and 


A 4 COr- 


* - 
* 4, 


x tbe how Precious 
Your wif s Minutes —_ in 
this timeof extraordinary F Bu- 
fines and Emergency ,; anc 
therefore I will not be fn uri- 
ous. to the, Publick by any 
arther Applications to Your 
Grace. Only 1 fuperadd my 
| hearty Prayers. for, .Y;gur 
Health and Jong Lite, wher 
in the Common W elfare, xmd 
Happineſs | both. of .C 


and State are lo much invol- 
.ved: And fo-I ſubſcribe my 


ſl, 


Your Grace? S 
Moſt Dutiful Son, 
and Devoted Ser vaht, 


% : Jobn Edwards. 
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THE 


REFACE. 


- -Deſirning, by the Divine Help avs 
; bg. No Jefomd the Exiſtence uy 
Providence 'of God by 'lrpunents 
= ira" both from the Greater wa Fhe 
Leſfer World:z +it is my Reqneft to the 
Reader, hit he would accept of 'this Brief 
Effay tn the mean 'time, which" T concerve 
- *vil1-be 4 ftidable \ntroda8ion 7a * Brepare- 
yeoe to that other Undertaking. "Por 45 #12 
Yhat intended Diſcourſe 1\ſhall:carefully trace 
end diſcover *the Footſteps of the Divinity 


BE every theye; f 0 here I make #t-my Buſineſs 


ew how'f peer and Ow Nvs the'Occa- 


y | Ha of ; 4.5 wing it are, By 'whith 


h Hed ED TO OI OI NIST, WE by 
ae” rrahit© LO Eten Hen” _ 


1 meansweſbil effeFually learn hcw to purge 


i our Minas of thoſe ill Qualities which ntu- 


rally are ſubſervient to Atheiſm 3 we {ball 
know how to remove thoſe Stumbling. -blocks, 


'ro anſwer ebſe "Objettions, '\and to clear wp 
"thoſe Miſtakes which » fualy, betray Men #6 
0 Infdelay.. Hd  thns There 'will "be" 4 

Way 


The PREFACE. 


Way made for what I deſign. Perſons will 
be fitted to receive and retain the Impreſſi- 
ons which thoſe Topicks that T ſþall after- 
wards make choice of will ſam) upon their 
Minds : And Þ hope the Age, which hath 
lately been ſtigmatized wit Marks of A- 
theifis will for the future be renowned for 
theſe truly illuſtrious and glorious Chara- 
ds... 

- 1 wilt-only farther acquaint the Reader, 
that ſome part of what. T here offer (viz. 
of uch Particulars Py thought. were copvent- 
ent' for an. uſual. aud mix'd. Auditory) was 
deliver'd lately in one of the Cit ow Patits; - 
and the. other Heads, with their Enlarge- 
went (which are of ſomewhat a different 
#rain; and are chiefly adapted to the Curious 
and, Inquiſitive) are an Agdition ſince. But 
45.1 have added: ſeveral things, ſo I have © 
omitted ſome, at the Deſire of- thoſe who 
are concers'd in both. This is all that 1 
bad to advertiſe the Reager of ; and fa 
\bid Tiny 
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HAT. that World.was not 
yoid of {theiſts,.in King 
David's time, may. be ga- 
thered from! his Wards. in! Ploim 
XIV. I. The Fool bath. aid 6 in. hi heart, 
There ©, na God. Bux at it: 15, exceed- 
187 to be lamented, that the num- 
. ber of them is much; 11cre 
-yea, that it. is.the Unhappineſs of 
this Prefent | ..peſter'd 


ET 


2 Some Thoughts concerning 


with not a few of them. Notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe cogent and inconte- 
ſtable Arguments for a Deity which 
are ſuggelted from-the Holy Scri- 
_ ptvres, and the Natural Ragionjngs 
. of ober Minds, there is ſtill an 
Atheiſtical Sparit: prevailing 1n the 
World. There is a FOED of Men 
{if 1'nwyZall rhen!fo whole bold 
Infidelity 1s fo Irrational and Bru- 
riſh ) that reckon the Notion of a 
Ged:.ta be a Melanqho Gp Concetr, 
and the 'meer Eff of Credulity 


and Ignorance. Yea, there are ſome 


_*that vals for” Wits, who {tri Ve for 

:the hohour of being yefounts the 
aaoſt Able: Ltibeiſts ofiche Age. 
S "WIE, gs of rehearling 


Toph 


eks'which tha 


; oh ro be pots 
6f ' the Drvmmty3" ty Buſineſs ac 
«re ret be, , Eenquire into the 
Cafe if Aberſm, which now vaunts 
with At iogidene Forehead, 


and 


ced for the provf 
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the Caſe of Atheiſm. 3 
and. begins. co' boaſt that it hach / 


got Footing | ma _ part of the 


World. | 
I will fearch | into the Dixaſiens, 


either real-or pretended (for } will 


mention 'both-} of this Rezgning 
Miſchief. 'Þ will ſhew you on what 
Grounds the Impious do at this day 
not only, with the Plalmiſt's Zthe:ft- 
ical Fool, infoy' in tha hearts, bat open-. 
ly and avowedly proclaim to the 
World,that there is no God; that is, no 
Supreme Over-ruling Being of in- 
finice Perfection, no eternally Wite, 
Intelligent, and Omniſcient Sub- 
{tance that at firſt give Exiſtence 
toall chings, and ever ſince upholds 
them, and takes care of them. 

T. 1 aſhen Ignorance to be one 
great Spring of this groſs Ulnbehef. 
orld is at this 
day , there are too many Peopke 
of inferiour' Rank whoſe Education 
hath been) fo unhappy, that they 


have 


4 - Some T Ioughts Concerning = 


haye| not; been. inſtructedi:in} the: 
 Gommon: Principles of Religion; 5 
and they are more unhappy in that 
they will not allow cheralthtis: time 
and- leiſure to look into their own. 
Minds;:andito rouze thoſe inbred 
'2 Notions which are implanted there' 

by God, and which would (if they 
would give way) lead them to him, 
Wherefore. it is the Concern of all 
Perſons, to know how to: converſe 
with Themſelves, and to rifle theit' 
own Breaſts, chat they-may find # 
Deity, wtitten there 3 and beſides, 
they ſhould be careful to, acquire 
ſuch a ſtock of Knowledge from 
without, , that they may underſtand: 


their mo and not; be. ſeduc a 


by Arheiſtic 


fy. | 
- Da This ſt Cauſe which I al- 


on:of Atheiſm, 1 15 not only to be 


< SOT 


© feUd- ih: ſome meaneri fort. of Peo- 


'Ble "who haye not time (as they or- 
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the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 5; 
der their Aﬀairs) to think of a God 
but in others of a higher Rank and 
Quality : for by Ignorance I mean 
a wilful and fottiſh ſtifling of na- 
tural Notions and Impreſſions © 
And this ſometimes prevails in Men 
of great Parts and Knowledge.  - 
Think tc not ſtrange that I reck- 
on ſuch Perſons in the number of 
the Ignorant ; for (to ſpeak imparti- 
ally ) they are ſo: and this was the 
Senſe of the * wiſeſt Pagans long 
ſince. For to have no Knowledge, 
andco ſtifle 1t, 1s the ſame thing ; 
which is the Caſe of theſe Men : 
they. make it their buſineſs to choak 
the innate Principles of their Minds, 
and to diſregard thoſe Notices 
which their Natures ſuggeſt to 
them. Thus theſe Perſons are ſtub- 
bornly and obſtinately Tenoranc 
Whatever their Pretences and Boa- 
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ſtings 


6 


Sime Thoughts concermng 
flings be, their Atbenſm proceeds 


from wanc'of Learning up Wir. 
For is not the part of a Learned 


and Ingeruous Man to deftroy the 
Notions. of Mankind; &-iry putt 
down what hath beets buile by the 


univerſal” Suffrage of the World, 
and in its place to ereCt a Conceit 


of his own. - Some' may- take ſneh 


for Brainiſh and Scholar-like ſort 


of Men, but then theſe are fo with- 
out Thinking: - for it is the want of 


this that makes them-what they are. 
Or, to ſay the beſt of this kind of 


Men, an Atherft is but a half-witted 
Perſon : He hach perhaps made 
ſome Attempts in Science, but to 


little purpoſe : He hath attain to 
ſome flight and trivial Notions 
but pins not penetrated into the 


hearc of Things; and thence it 


Comes to pals, 4 he 1s full of 
Doubts and Cavils, which he 1s 


able t to raiſe but he Lach not Skill 
and 
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the Cauſes of -Atheiſrn, +7 
and Ability enough to anſwer them. 
Wherefore; it: was excellently ſaid 
of my: Lord Bacon, FF A Tittle Philo- 
ſopby inclmes| mens minds to: Atheiſm ;._ 
but 'depth' #m Philoſophy brings 
mens minds about to Religion and 
a-/Deity. LUhus though 'this miſ- 
ſhapen Monſter would be though 
to. be 'the genuine iſſue' of True 
Wiſdom afid Sound Knowledge, 
yet 1t- is really the daughter -of an 
Aﬀected ' Iggorance. Wherefore to 
lecure your ſelves againſt-Arheiſm, 
be'careful that you- blind not your 
minds; willingly receive the rays 
of light into your ſouls, cheriſh all 
| ſoumd norions:and conceptions, and 
by all proper methods bring your 
{ ſelves to'a r1ght underſtanding, and 


AM ao 


> Sow.” 
4 
pO. 


| ſteady embracing 'of all the Þ unda- 


' menta]-Prinezples of your Religion. 
; ONE Þ; There 8-pgreat Defngenuit } 
; and unbandſome /Dealing in the caſe, 
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8 Sane Thoughts.concerning. 


Atheiſm. | Here 1 will prove,.thar 
they do.notaCt fa W. Iy,\DÞt.that &hey; 
are Ungentee), - erhiaps wall 


alle}; theſe Perſons more thin anx 


ching.thas -J-can Jays: Wihac. a 
are. willing and forwatd'to Srant: 19 
other, matters, and on ether accaſh 
9s, they refaſe-to. grant here, . yea 
they manht deny, though: there 
be the: ns reaſon: fok.-o0ne as the 
 other;; This plainly appears, »y their 
Obelns.! 2 aoylol 07 a 
A firſts they, tell us they;chaxe 
no Senſible Naricts of is Gody;and 


for all the knowledge:( lay: they: } 
which we have of things, ts derivd 
ro us. from.Senſe-.:; But here we-let 
that, theſe! Men are Part#atrand Dy 
ingenuousy for they. will: not: deny 
that-there\are -many- things which 


they judge not 01 fi\bySenſe.s \g. they . 


(EAN 


Hwittnets of 


often- 


Nc #6 Sold: at dre: 6 wk 


cherefore , they can4 © admit -of! it; 
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- the Cauſes of Atheithin, 9 
oftentimes' ouc-runs the nimbleſt 
Senſe, and che-:Qbſetvation of the 
quickeft eye ; yet they'do not deny 
the: Motion 1c felf : The Element 
of :4ir, in Which: they daily! con- 
veuſe, is not ſeen, nor is' i2/ heard 
or:fele (unles when tis extraordi- 
marily moved and difturbed, which 
15 but ſeldom: ) nor will chey fay 
chey take 1t; and 1s as certaun that 
hey cannot ſmell ir, ( for' this is 
only the Vehicle of Smells, bur is 
wn :2t ſelf the object of that ſenſe ) 


and yet theſe nice Gentlemen do 


not deny the Exiftence of the 4t-. 
They-can by none of their Senſes 
difcern the Motion of the San, 
Mom , and Stars ( or, as perhaps 
they think it moſt proper to fay, 
the'Earth ), -and yer there is not a 
nh of then chat denies that chey 
itiove. Tt carit' be determin'd by 
Seriſe, whether the Sun: be bigger 
that? i appears to be, and there- 
TH fore 


10 Some Thoughts concerning 


fore Epicurus ( who. was: a great 


Man for Senſe) held it was of-no 
grearer dimenſion- than it- ſeems to 
the Eye to be; yea, of no greater 
heat in ir ſelf chan it! ſeems tothe 
Feeling.to be here on Earth, . And 
the Atheiſtical Poet, who borrowd 
his Notions from him, was. of the 
ſame mind, "in $i 


Nec nimio ſolu major rota, nec minor ardor * 


Eff =Yt noſtr1s quam Jen eſſe videtgr,-' 7 
+. >" ;. HT. lib. £1 


Thi”: iS certain: that. the ings 


that are leaſt diſcernible a&t'mo 
The Animal Spirits, which do all 
the great things in pur -bodies, are 
themſelves Imperceptible. They are 
the Inſenſible and Inviſible Ps 
Spirits, Wind, Subcile matter, Ex- 
halations,, which ( being agitated.:) 
do the chiefeit Explous 1n Nature. 
There are Fine Pacſes and Atoms 
diffuſed through all, bodies whatſo- 
_ ever:; and theſe are, the. cauſe of 
[+ '* Senſe 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. un 
Senſe and Motion in Animals: by 
help of cheſe, Minerals, Plants, and 
all Vegerables, are brought to pgr- 
fection. Theſe Invitible Agents 
effect ſtrange things, and a& molt 
wonderfully in the World. The 
Nutritious Juyce in the Nerves, if 
we may credit the famous Gl:ſſon, 
1s of mighty uſe and influence: yer 


+ (as he confeſſes himſelf } there are 


no Cavities to be ſeen to convey it, 
and none of this Succus 1s ever dif- 
cernd in the difleEting of Animals. 
Notwithſtanding chis, ſome Phy- 
ſicians of the moſt piercing Judg- 
ment, have granted (whatever they 
do now ) the real being of it. And 
in other Inſtances it might. be ſhew- 
ed, that. Senſe is not always made a 
Judge even in ſenſible Objects, bur 
we gather the being and operation 
of them from Reaſon and Diſcourſe. 
This the perſons whom we are now 
dealing with do not deny, but even 

| B-3- practiſe 


12 ome Thoughts concerning 
Iin F to allow. of it. hy therefore 


. 


4 
BY 


_ are they ſo void, of Ingenuity and 
tafr-dealing, as not to admir of the 
lame in = caſe that is before-us ? 
Why do they molt irrationally de- 
Ny a God becauſe they do. not ap». 
prebend him by Bodily feaſe,when 

as they judge not. of ſome.other 
things by Senſe, nay though they 
be proper objects of it ? This is 2 
plan proof of theſe mens wilful 
Prejudice. and Partiality, eſpecially 
if I add, that God 1s infinitely far- 
ther removed from our moſt exalt- 
ed Apprehenlions, than the Suz { of 
which- we ſpoke before ) is from 
this 'Farth.. This Glorious Sun 
* dwelleth tn that Jight which no. man 
can approach unto ,, 6, a 10 man hatb 
ſeen, or can ſee.. 


4 % 


p , % 


© Secondly, they cell us thar there 
are Great Difficulties.1n conceiving a 


*,p Tim-6.,16.,. 
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the Cauf, es of Atheiſm. f 13 


God, and chey are loth ro ſwallow 


theſedown : and more eſpecially the 
notion of 'a Fpzrit, 1. e. a Being that 


ts voidof Matter and Body is too 


hard to. be conceived by them, and 
therefore ſeeing we hold God to be 


a Operit, they can'form no concepti- 


on of him. I will reply-to both 
che parts of this ObjeEtion diſtinct- 
Iy: and firſt as to the General: Ca- 
vil, That this notion 1s accompani- 
ed with Diffcutties, 1 anſwer, there 
are great Difficulties in other mat- 
ters, which yet they leap over with 
eaſe, and do 'not disbelieve the 


_ things themſelves becauſe of the 
| Difficulcies that attend them, Ir is 
{ very hard to explain how a little 
| Wheel of two inches diameter, fix- 
| ed onthe fame Axil with twogreat- 
| er Wheels of ten inches a-piece, 


moving: together { the greater ones 


| onthe pround, the leſler-on a table) 
- ſhould: move over- the very ſame 


B 4 ſpace 


| [ 

14 Some Thoughts. concerning 
ſpace 1n equal time, with equal ro- 
racion With the greater ones : and 
yer the thing it ſelf. is not denyed 
| by any one. And many-other puz- 
zling Problems might be mention- 
_ ed, where the Hardſhip doth not 
diſcourage. them from, embracing 
them. But I will inſtance in one 
of their own Hypotheſes, v:z.. that 
of Atoms, which they chuſe to ſolve 
the Original of the World by, that 
they may evade the :nſuperable Diffi- 
culties (as they think, them) of the 
Acknowledgment of :a God. If they 
ſay that theſe Atoms had their Ex- 
iftence from Themſelves, then in- 
ſtead of denying one God, they aſ- 
ſert many, for Self-exiſtence is of 
the very natureand eflence of a Dei- 
ty ; Wherefore if they were all from 
themſelves, they are all Gods. / If 
they ſay that other Matter or Atoms 
were the fix{t C auſe of theſe, then 
they run £0 Infinity, and/no body 
55s | lh 


j the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 15 
: is ableto rrace them. If they ſay 

2. they are of Nothing, then they had 

' as good have begun with that, and 

have confefled in plain terms, that 

the World was made out of No- 

thing, and then they come to us, 

but they are reſolyed they will not 

| do that. Thus they are confound- 

{ edasto the Riſe and Orzgine of their 

A Atoms, To 
Then, as to their Motion, whence 

; had they that ? either of themſelves 

: _ or of an other? They could not 

7 have it of Themſelves, for we ſee 


- _ 1t 15 not of the nature of Matter to 
- _. move: 1t 18 1n it felf a dull aud in- 
- \ ert, a lumpiſh and unaCtive thing, 
f 2} If this Motion was impreſs'd on ic 
- 2} by an Other, then that. was either 


ſome other Matter, or ſomething elſe, 
If If they hold the former, they run 
15s again 2 znfuitum, and he 1s a di- 
n Aftrafted man that will run after 
ly 4 them. If chey maintain the latrer, 
s they 


», 
F 
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16G Seve Thoughts: cmeemen = 
chez y betray cheir Gauſe,and acknow-: 
Joker a: Fpire, : for. there is no: ral: 
and {nbftantial thing|belides: Mats: 
_ ter and Spoue. | In Dink whether 
the kpmers or the latter Aﬀertion 
be held by them, they do.in a man+ 
ner oWn what they deny ; for we 
will not-difagree about the Name, 
if we can agree on the: Thing 1t ſelf | 
That Being or Agent which gave | 
the firſt Motion ro; things, 1s:God. * 
If after alb they fay, that Marter 
nad this Motion by Chance, and fo 
was neither , from tt. ſelf or any 
other, they talk more. abſurdly and 
wildly link before ; for Chance 1s 2 
Word made to {1gnifie/ only. che 
wnexpetied happening of a thing, bur 
doth: not 1mport that there was no 
Cauſe or Author at all of ir. Bur 
however, ifthey will itand to: this 
{ as generally they:do ) that Matter 
at firſt. had a ſtrong power by 
Chance to Jump into an Orderly:Sy- |; 
ſtem ||} 
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| viſible World had its being, have 


+ we have had no ſuch good Luck, 
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| em of :Heavens, Barth, Sea, &r. 
* then I ask them, What is he Tea- 
_ Jonchat chere 1-0 been noching of 
this nature; ſince? What reaſon can 
| be given, why all the Atoms and 
' 'Efluviums in the ſeveral Apes and 
: Succeſhons of Time, ever ſince this 


| not produced ſome excellent Frame 

| either like this World, or of an 
other nature? What ! is this Lacky 

| Chance quite ceasd?. Is this * 28 
\-nate Lottery at an end? Is there no 
. probability of a brave fortuicous hit 
, once again ? 1s there no ſuch fine 
; piece of work as that of Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, to be expected once 
1 more? No: there is an utter de- 
\ ſpair of it; for from Eternity ( ac- 
| : cording to them } to this moment, 


A | and therefore what reaſon have we 
,to expect any ſuch afrerwards ? yea 
4 indeed, what ground have theſe 

Chance- 


'n8 Some Thoughts concerning 


. Chance-Philoſophers to think that 
-there ever was any ſuch thing ? 2 
What reaſon have they to declate 
1t to be their firm perſwaſton thac 


Matter was ſet into motion from 


Erernity, and that by the frisking |: 
of its Particles, it at laſt danced in- | 
roa World ? yer this and all the 
reſt they believe and vouch rather 1 
than they will hold that the begin- ? 
Ning of things was. from an Intellt- " 
gent and Wiſe Being, 3 

It appears hence, that they will : 
fay any thing rather than acknow- : 
ledge themſelves to be in the * 
wrong : they make nothing of talk- | 
ing idly and impertinently, of run- 
ning-1nto Banter and Nonſenſe, as | 
we have heard. They can pive 
credit to this extravagant Fancy, | 
that an everlaſting JunCto of Atoms ? 
did without Counſel: and Know- : 
ledge club together - to make the | 
World. | They can tamcly fubmir þ 
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| ro:this unaccountable Maxim, that 
1 theſe infinice. Bodies, after eternal 
| Bruſhings, Agitarions, Encounters, 
| Knockings, ; Tiltings, -Juſtlings, 
; | Jumblings, fell:by mere Chance 1n-. 
/ tothisexcellenc Frame that. we Rory: 
} behold, Thus. the. Atheiſt, 
b avoid ſome: ſeeming : Difficulties. q: 
1 runs into. thoſe. which are. really ſo, 
] yea into; che. greareſt Abſuiditic | 
1 | 1maginable... F 1t be. difficult to 
3 | Conceive the Self-exiſtence and Eter= 
Il | nity of one God, ſurely | it 4S/ 1nſu- 
-1 \ perably ſo, to: conceive infigite Mat- 
i ' ter| moving it ſelf, and giying /Beivg 
&- co it ſelf from all Eternity. It is 
{plain then, that theſe men! deal. not 
Ifairly and: uprightly, bur. wilfully 
{deceivethemſelyes and others. They 
Jcry .up Reaſon, and yet. maintain 
|rhings which .are- repugnant to or- 
{dinary Diſcourſe and the.Common 
the | |DiCtates of: Rea ſon ; and:rherefore 
Ni are $ rather 9; be: exploded than with 


roſs J: WE much 
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much. induftry '26'-be 'confured.! 
They earmnet only firatlow down! 
but-dipeſt: Hbſurdities. whetn they 
think fats and t' other times: they* 
cati Laney - -thetm Whete . there bop 
Tone; ; "Hor ny{ſhadow- of any. | 
- Thes a38'to chat particular- Diti- | 
cutty ' 1%; :That"the Notwon-of # | 
ig is i66nceivable;"ah@'theve- | 
fore they | have no- epriteption- of a } 
God; return this briebiiAnſwer, | 
That if this which they ſoy be2rue; Z 
if ir: be-impoſſible* xo - appreheai# 
the Idea'of '« Sprrit;o then there" is 
no ſuch'thing : and if fo, 'ther'Mar- | 
ter alone 'fAlt do (81s things i inthe | 
World, but 'partieularly, it 'ren#{t | 
have thi erftanding and Knowledpe, | 
it muſt think and reaſon; for (what- | 
ever-'the' precarious: Hy! pothelis of | 
Atoms ſuggeſts) the Ctions franc 
of this World eould istObe creed 1 
without Knowledge atid' Wiſdorti,' | 
ak ic cannot be kepe-1up and. ns | | 
naged | 


Ls 


the Confer n Atheiſn, 2 
naged without theſe. Now, I ap- 
peal to any: confiderare many. whe- 
cher the. flac defying of - this and 
the- aſſerting that, che: Dimenſrons of 
a'\Bady ate ” ntalefunl, that ico be 
hike and: tovbe; Brodd; and; te be 
Drip, are. Afts:and Exerenients of 
a or Hal, and (in ſhort) that: 


1 Thinkine, (be; hot far 


\ x _ [[Abſuidirles tn any thing 


they OO to be in-the:notion-of 
k is-a ſign thenefore-thar 
= -enen-.make Difficulties: where 
there arc-noak, and doinot; take: - | 
tice of thiim where 'they :are. 

auld Here: prove that-our Faculties 
amay- form: as; clear, .explicit, and 
diſtin an Idea of aiSperat:('which 
they ſo:much boggle and-Martle ar) 
ag:they..of-their. own Exiſtence, 
or2ny other Principle ini;Natures 
but- his 4 have made my lk 101an 
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22 Come Thaughts concerning 
"Thirdly, they tell'us they cans 
not believe a Deity ,- becauſe there 
are no ''Proper-. Demonſtvations. 'tO 
prove it. For you'muſt know, that 
theſe Perſons' who we have to do 
with at-preſent, are great men-for 
Demonſtrations. But I anſwer, "he 
Exiſtence 'of many ,things '1n. the 
World catinot be-made our by De- 
monſtration, ſtrietly ſo: called, and 
_ Jet:no*maniqueſtions the reality of 
them.” The: skilfulleft Mathemati- | 
Clan ankib Heaven can't demon» | 
ſtrate that the: Sun ſhines, and yet | 
there's no! doubr at call of 1t, and 
he would be” counted a: Mad-man 
that denies it. We are morally Cer- 
tain of many'thipgs which we can- 
_not-poſſibly demonſtrate z bur this 
aoth ode us' from: yielding a 
firm aſſent to then” And tis cer- 
tain; that'an Aſent 1s: as: firmion 
Moral ground as on rigid Demon- 
ſtrations, when the matter 1s capa- 


ble 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 2; 
ble of no other grounds ; for the 
Evidence is proportionable to the 
Matter to be proved, and that is as 
much as can be deſired by any intel- 
ligent man, There can be no grea- 
roy than a Moral Certainty of a Dei- 

: for there are no grounds of it 
Mathematically Demonſtrative. But 
| by-being Morally Certain we are 
certain enough, and as certain as 
the nature of the thing will bear. 
This ſhould content any Rational 
man, and it 1s unreaſonable to de- 
"mand any more. 

Then, as forthoſe Demonſtrations 
which they talk ſo much of, they 
cannot but acknowledge, thar as 
they are ſometimes managed they 
yield but little Certainty. For, nor 
to ſpeak now of the old Aelouiths 
and Scepticks, who denied Geometr:- 
cal Principles; or of Demetrius, Sex- 
tus Empiricus, Epicurus, Firms. and 
others of the Anczent: Philoſophers 

C who 


24 Some Thoughts concerning 
| who reaſon'd againſt them, I will 
mention ſome of our Moderns (and 
thoſe of great Skill and Learning ) 
Who: have diſagreed about, Mathe- 
marical Proofs, and; thereby. pro- - 
claim to the World their Uncer- 
rainty. The greateſt Aſtrologers 
hugely differ as to; the diſtance of 
the Sun from the Earth. It is. near- 
er to it ten thouſand miles than, ic 
was, fich Copernieu, Bur F. Scala 
ger would haye the Writings;.of 
_ thoſe Authors. who hold the Sun 
is nearer to the Earth than 'twas.1n | 
former days, 5 lo be razed out with | 
ſponges or the Writers themſelyes. to | 
je correfted with ſiripes. And other | 
very, good Aſtrangmers are ſo. far | 
from conſenting, to this, that the 


4 
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maintain che Sun 1s farther off from 
the Earch than at, was at firſt. And 
yet. on both ſides they proceed, on 
Mathematical, grounds, _T here is no 


*-Exercitat, 99. ' 


Mathe- 
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Mathematical Demonſtration for 
Comets being above. or below the 
Moon, faith * Riccrolus, a very $kil- 
ful. Mathematician :. but others of 
that Faculty have pretended much 
tothe contrary. The Paralax 1s well 
known to be a Mathematical bufi- 
nefs,” that by which the Planets are 
_ judged to be higher or lower : bur 
the greateſt Aſtronomers have.quar- 
reltd with one another about this 
Do&trine. Tycho 1s for it; but 
Claramontius 1$ againft it ; and Ga- 
lilaus even explodes the Proof 
brought from the Paralax. Dr. 
Walls and Mr. Hobbes's Contraſts 
1n Print, ſhew that Mathematicks 
are dubious : and this latter {who 
was ſo {lift an Oppoſer of the No- 
tion of a Sprrit, and conſequently 
of a Deity ) finds fault with all 
{ Geomtricians, old and new , in his 
\ Book emtituled The Pranceples and 


* De Cometis. - 
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26 Some Thoughts concermng 
Ratemation of Geometricians, Cars 
tes s Duoptricks and\ Geometry are pre- 


rended to be baffled by other Lear- 


ned Mathematiexans, as Bonrdm, 
Hobbes, Format. Franciſcus du Lau- 
res, and Dr. Walls, ſcuffle about 
a Mathematical: Problem. So that 
it ſeems it is not an Infallible .Sci- 
ence. 1 am certarn, faith * Dr. Hen- 


ry More, that Mathematical Certitude I 


'#t ſelf is not abſolute. There 1s an 
Eſfay.of Dr. Pell to ſhew the Errors 
and Miſtakes of the beſt and moſt 
celebrated Aſtronomers for want 
of | better Knowledge in Geometry. 
Even + Monſieur Malcbranch, a 
profound Admirer and Follower of 
Deſcartes, acknowledges that in his 
Geometry there are ſome footſteps of the 
weakneſs of the humane mind. And I 
will conclude with' the Words of 
One that was known to be eminent 


— 
is. 


— 


* Preface before his Philoſoph. Writings. + Search 
after Truth, Book 3. Chap. 4. 


in 
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in Mathematical Studies, * Even 7 


Geometry and Arithmerick (faith he ) 


how many things are forcibly concluded 


to be true which are mexplicable, un- 

zmaginable, incomprehenſuble 2 
Thus you ſee the Mathematical 

Certainty which ſome men talk of, 


1s not ſo eaſily to be attaind as 


they fancy. Diſputes have place 


in Geometry ; Demonſtrations ſome- 
times prove to be Paralogeſms. But 


as for a Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion for the proof of a GOD, it 
is vainly and unreaſonably required, 
becauſe there can be no ſuch thing, 


L for the matter will not bear it. 
4 Wherefore though + ſome Dzvines 
have been great Philoſophers and 


Mathematicians, yet they never at- 


F cempted any ſuch thing. A man 


 * Biſhop Wards Serm. + Copernicus, Lansbergius, 
I Clavius, Petavins, Tacquet, Scheiner, Gaſſendus, Gro- 
3 mondus, Kircher, Ricciolus, Oughtred, Ward, Wallis, 
Te” Ee CEN 
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muſt not expect ro have every thing 
proved the lame way. If we have 
things evidenced by the Arguments 
which they are capable of, it 1s fa-. 
tisfaCtory, and every wile 1 man reſts 
in it. And theſe men themſelves do 
ſo in other things : they acquieſce 
in that Evidence which the things 
admit of, and they ſeek no co 
Which ſhews, that in the preſent 
Caſe they are Difegenuous , and | 

Croſi-grand, and at merely out of | 
Prejudice ; which was the thing I | 
undertook to make good. Lheir | 
Tifmcerity nouriſhes their Atheiſm. | 
Therefore. let us have a care that | 
we give way to no ſuch thing. - | 
- MI. Another Cauſe of this Per- | 
nicious Opinion, 15, Oftentation of ] 
Wit. For you:may take notice, thar | 
this Miſchievous Planc ſprings from } 
Contrary Seeds. As before this þ 
kind of men put.on a very woe 4 

_ and folid Countenance, ſo now | 


the | 
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they ſhew themſelves to: be very 
Pleaſant and Airy,' and et up for 
the Art of Drolling. Before they 
appear d like Philoſophers, now 
they come upon the Stage like 
Buffoons. Then with a Magiſteri- 
al Grimace they affected Demon- 
{trations ; now nothing will pleaſe 
them but the Comical part. It 1s 
obſervable, that they are a fort of 
Teſting, Scoffing People, giving 
themſelves to Railery and Bur- 
leſque. And it 1s this Jocular Hu- 
mour that in part betrays them to 
Atheiſm, for they take liberty: to 
Jeſt with their Maker. Theſe 
witty and facetious Folks muſt 
needs play with Heaven, and laugh 
God out of his being. They are 
defeEtive in ſound Learning and 
Judgment, and in the place of theſe 
have a fanciful way of Jeerings 
which they addict themſelves 1m- 
moderately to, Democritus was the 

C 4 great 
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great Aﬀerter of Eternal Matter, 

and thought that the Caſual Motion 
of 1t was the Cauſe of all things : 
the influence of which Principle on 
his Cogitations, made him art laſt 


laugh ar every thing he ſaw, and 


mock at all Actions and Occurren- 
ces of humane life ; for tis certain 


thar if they are all by Chance, they 


are to be derided. : The Followers 
of this Great Man have learnt from 
him: to be Laughing Philoſophers ; 
and there are abundance of this 
Sect now-a-days. This I look up- 
on as one Cauſe of the great, Atheiſm 
of this Age. They think their 
Tongues are their own, -and they may 
lay what they pleaſe; and they per- 
{wade themſelves, that what is wit- 
tily faid is well faid;:. Hence theſe 
Sparks venture to ridicule Religi- 
on, to | ſcoft at Virtue and Piety, 

and to mock God himſelf. Then 
at laſt N cher really believe what they 
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fancyd, and jeſtingly utterd; and 


rhey affer i in good earneſt what at 
Eſt perhaps was faid only in Mer- 
Timent. Wherefore, to guard your 


ry Serious, and abhor the ſportful 
vein, the flaſhy fancy of theſe men, 
who think they cant be men of 
Parts unleſs they make a mock of 


God and Religion. Whereas the 


S- : 48 tt fk "x Cots > « - 53; b 
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Heads ever exploded this: and in 
_ our own Nations we have abundant 
Inſtances of this, that even the 
* Wiſeſt and che Wittieſt Men 
( tho no Church-men or Divines ) 
have expreſsd their deep ſenſe of 
Ged and ſerving him, and defied 
the contrary Profane 4therſtical hu- 
mour. 

IV. Pride and Self-conceit may 
joruy be reckon'd another Spring 


* Sir Tho. More, Sir Phil. Adnan. Sir W. Raleigh, Sir 
Hen. Wotton, Lord Bacon, Mr.Selden, Mr. Cowley, &. 


of 


{elves from Atheiſm, be always ve- 


Brighteſt and moſt Accompliſh'd | 
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of Atheiſm. - Men 1n' this and for- 
mer Apes have thought it below 

them to go ramely along with the. 
generality of Mankind in aflerting 
a-Deity. They would be thoughr 
wiſer thats others: and: confequent- 
ly they afteEt to goagainſt a com- 
monly. receiv d Notion. But more 
particularly theſe High-Flyers ac- 
count. 1t: baſe and ſneaking to liſten 
to an Old Story of Rel:gion, and to 
ſubmit cheir Belief ro the Harangues 
of the Parſons, as they are pleas d to 
word it. Eſpecially Great Men are 
apt to be poſſeſſed with this Pride, 
and conſequently tro be Atheiſtical. 
They ſtrongly incline to King 41- 
phanſuss 1mpious Bravado, That if 
he bad. been preſent at the Creation, 
he would have framed the World better 
than-tis naw. There is in many an 
exceſhye- Defire of a Name and 
Vogue z 8nd they think to obtain 
tem by ſcorning the Common 
A Yak 
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way, and going out of the beaten 


road, by giving the Lye t' all 
Mankind. And though one would 
think that- they might ſhew the 
ſubtilty of their Wir by diving far- 


_ ther into things than the Vulgar, 


and not. by caſting oft the agreed 
Sentiments of Mankind ; by refi- 
ning and improving the Principles 
of Nature; and not by nulling and 
evacuating them ; yet they chooſe 
che latter, that they may ( as they 
think ) give the greater proof of 
their: Wit and Parts, and that it 
may be ſeen that they are able to 
weather a Cauſe be it never fo bad. 
To maintain this al] ſober Conſ1de- 
rations are poſtpond ; they {uper- 
cilioufly renounce ( when they are 
mn the Humour } all Reaſon and 
Arguments ; they arrogantly reſolve 


to hold the Concluſion, whatever 


becomes of the poor Premiſes, 
Atheiſm owes its Being much to 


this, 
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34 Some Thoughts concerning 
this, as I apprehend; as I think it 
1s ſufficiently evident from what 
I have ſaid before, when I ſhew'd 


that they chuſe rather to maintain 
the greateſt Abſurdities, than to ad- 


here to a Received Truth, Where- 
fore that we may effectually prevent 


this Folly in our ſelves, let us ba- 
niſh Preſumption, Corifidence, and 
Self Conceit ; ler us extirpate all 
Pride and Arrogance z let us not 


liſt our ſelves in the number of Ca- 


prictous Opiniatours. 

V. Undue Apprehenfuns of a De1- 
ty joynd wich Superſtition, are the 
high road to Atheiſm. Thoſe that 
chink- amiſs of God will eaſily be 
enclined to queſtion his Exiſtence 
It is too true that men model the 
- Divinity according to their own 
fancies : the Creature faſhions his 
Creator, Or, like him that en- 
graved his own Image in that of the 
Goddels, they ſhape themſelves and 
figure 
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figure out their own abſurd notions 
and! conceits ,, whilſt they pretend 
to pive the' Pourtraiture of God. 

Therefore impoſing of falſe Do- 
Ctrines concerning the Attributes of 
God is very: pernicious, for they arc 


deſtruEtive of his very. being and 


nature. It 1s no wonder that when 
theſe come- tro be ſcannd and ex-- 
amined, men doubt of the very ex- 
1{tence 'of God, becauſe ſo urratio- 


nal and abſurd chings are attributed 


to him. They are loth to think 


there 1s ſuch a' One; or they wiſh 


there were not. So that they en- 
deavour to deſtroy that which they 
can't endure. Thus miſtakes and 
miſprifions concerning God lead to 
Atheiſm. Falſe Conceptions of a 
Deity expunge at laſt the belief of 


And ſo twas of old in Paganiſm, 
Iaolatry was. the great morher of 
Hm: orols Superſtition under- 


mined 


26 Some Thoughts —_— 


mined the Godhead. It hath been. 


faltly and. blaſphemoully ſaid thar 
+ Fea was it which firſt introduced 
a God: into the world : but yer ir 


15 certainly true that Fhus with ſome | 


perſons hath expelled the notion of 


him out of the world: for they be- 


ing Timerous and Meclancholick 
create to themſelves {trange fancies 
concerning-Him whong they are to 
worſhip, and repreſent him totheir 
rhoughts as:Severe and: T yrannical. 


And the Gent:/e Prieſts and Rulers 


laid hold on this paſhon of Fear, 
and did what they could to: pro- 
mote and heighten ut, that thereby 
they might keep the people in awe. 
To which purpoſe they invented 
Innumerable Rites and Ceremonies, 
many of which were harſh, crouble- 
ſom and aMlictive. So that Bipotry 
and Exceſs in Religion made way 
for none at all: and when they were 


— . > —————— 


"* Primms i in orbe Deos fecit timor. —Pap. Stat. 


wearied 
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the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 37 
wearied with the intolerable burden 


of it they cried out, with that Non- 
ſenſical Atheiſt, 


| Tantum Religio potuat ſuadere malorum. 


Then Religion it ſelf and the Au- 
thor of it were diſcarded. This was 
cauſed by t the Undue Repreſentations 
which were made of God: the 
Prieſts would have the S yperſtirious 
Bigots believe that the Divine Nu- 
mes could not be appeaſed without 
thoſe wild Obſervances, This is 
that which Plutarch cook notice of, 
telling us that * from ſuch prols 
abſurd and extravagant Devotion 
men came to dilregard a Deity, and. 


to conclude there is None rather 


than to believe there can be Such a 
one, one that 1s delighted with fo 
unaccountable Ceremonies and U- 
ſages. Therefore, to ſhut out A- 
theiſm, let us have right {ncepes- 


_©'Thegs Arid amuoying 
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ons of the Supreme Being whom 
we worſhip and ſerve. ' It concerns 
us to aſlert r:ghtly the notion-of God, 
leſt otherwiſe we {lide into a disbe- 
lief of any. Who miſrepreſenteth 
the Divine Being 1s in a ready way 
to deny him, YT ON? 

VI. Corrupt dffefions and: Lives 
( for ] will joyn both theſe together 
becauſe they are never aſunder ) 
make men 4therfts. - Men of de- 
praved minds and manners doubt of 
all Religion becauſe they Like none, 


 andatlaſt they flatly deny what they 


Love not. An-Atheiſt firſt deſires 
and wiſhes no God, and'his deſires 
and wiſhes work on his Underſtand- 
ing. His Willingneſs to have it ſo 
enclines him to belive'it. He eaſily 
credits what: he longs for : his Af- 
_ feEtioncorrupts his Judgment. Thus 
the indulging of Luſt and Vice dif- 
poſe a man'to Atheiſm. To which 
purpoſe obſerve che Soil where-this 
| Poifon- 
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Poifonous Weed ſprings up, grows, 
and thrives moſt, v:z.. in the Courts 
of Debauch'd Princes, among ſuch 
Nobllity and Gentry, and in Great 
Cities where vicious and prophane 
living is moſt in faſhion. They 
are lewd and diffolute in their man- 
ners, and give themſelves up whol- 
ly to the ſatisfying of their Luſts: 
and this naturally Prejudices them 
againſt the belief of a God and a 
Life to come. Nothing doth fo 


- much extinguiſh all apprehenſions 
_ of theſe as Carnal Pleaſures. He 


chat lives diſſolutely and wickedly 
cant eaſily entertain the notion of 
a God, for 'tis counter to his courſe 
of Living. Therefore he goes on 


in his Debauchery, and huffs and 


 ſwaggers, and perhaps ſwears by 


che Divinity that there 1s none. It 
15 plain that chis fort of men decry 
a God, becauſe they would not be 
obliged by his Laws. Senfuality 
eh D makes 
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makes them deſirous to remove all 
ſtops of a wicked life, and there- 
fore, they whet their Wirs (ſuch as 
they. are ) to annihilare Religion, 
and to extirpate a Deiry. An ab- 
hotrence of the Practical part of 
LR engages them againſt theThe- 
- ory. Their Lives 4 85 on their 

Blick, "They are addicted to A- 
theiſm by heir Lewdand Prophane 
Courſes. 

For we muſt obſerve this, that 
theſe two. mutually advance one an 
other. As Atheiſm is the highway 
to. Wickedneſs (inch che Plalmiſt 
| fakes notice of when he faith, The 

fol. hath ſaid 1 im his heart, There 5 7s 00 
God: ot orrupt are they, and have done 
 abominable mguity, P al. 53- 1.) fo 
*tis as true that Wickedneſs is the 
orig inal of Atheiſm and Infidelicy. 
For 'twas rightly ſaid by a Great 
Mit * None deny there is a « God Put 


a | 


N Lord Bacon's Ely of Atheiſm, 
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thoſe for whom it maketh that there were 
no God, For they know that ifthere 
be one, he will hrtgnl judg them 
for their evil doings. They cannot. 
therefore be ſecure in their ſins un- 
leſs the notion and remembrance of 
a Deity be blotted out. Ir is their 
Fs 4 Intereſt then, not their 
Reaſon, that makes them deny a 


_ God; Hoo it 1s their Concern to be 


perſwaded, that there is none to 
puniſh them. Briefly, they are un- 
willing to believe any | thing but 
what their Luſt ſhall pur into their 
Greed. Thus you ſee the true Rea- 
ſon of the Atheiſm of theſe (times. 
It is fed and pamper d by Luxury ; 


* the conſtant Fumes and Steams of 


this affect the Brain, and diſcom- 
ofe the Intellect. Practical Atheiſm 
Fae to that which is Dogmatical, 
;.e, holding and believing that there 
is no God. Evil and perverſe minds, 
profanc anddebauch d lives, ſtrange- 
D 2 =\ 
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ly byaſs- and incline men 'to this. 
Wherefore if you would effeCtua}- 
ly ſhut- out this Vile Perſwaſton; 
rake Care tO ſuppreſs your Evil Af. 
fections and PraCtices, for theſe arc 
wont to court mens underſtandings 
to turn Atheiſts. - 

VII. Atheiſts take occaſion from 
our Drviſions, Broils, and Animoſs- 
ties, from the many Partzes and 
Squadrons of Sets that are in the 
World, to bid defiance to all Reli- 
g10n; and they reſolve to profeſs 
none ll - they can ſee them all 
Agreed. Thus * Tully obſerved of 
old; that the Dilleiidn of Philo- 
ſophers, the various Sentiments and 
Opinions that prevail'd among them 
were'a cauſe of ſome mens denying 
a Deity, ar leaſt of their ſtaggering 
about'it. And truly this Obſerva- 
cor himſeſf, in his Books De Natu- 
ya Deorum, 1s ſo given to the ea 
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demical vein of Diſpuring, that he 
ſeems ſometimes to be irreſfolv'd. 
Whether there is any God or no. So 
x hath been among ſome of thoſe 
who have taken upon them the ex- 
ternal Denomination of Chriſtzans. 
The Differences in Opinion, the 
| Errors and Herefies which they 
| take notice of, Cauſe them to ſuſpect 
yea to renounce all Truth. A great 
deal of the Atheiſm of this preſent 
Age may be afcrib'd to this. Some 
behold the great Scufflings that are 
about Religion, not only the Sin- 
gle Combates, but the Pitch'd Bat- 
tels that are about ; it, and thereup- 
on they difcard all choughts of any 
ſuch thing, 'and become. perfect 
Libertines. - And herein they are 
| promoted. and puſh'd on by ſuch 
perſons as the Author of Fiat Lux 
| and the Treatiſe of Humane Reaſon, 
| who both deſign Feeptinſ®; and ſo 
| ſs 


D 3 But 


44 | Some Thoughts concerning 


But though-it 1s thus, though 
the Different PerſwaſionsaboutRe- 
| ligious. Matters have this ill effec, 
yet this can be no.crue Reaſon why 
any man ſhould renounce the Behet 
of a God, For he that is truly 18: 
tional and conſiderate, will :rather 


KS. 6 


make this an Argument of the. cat | 
trary ;for it was foretold by * Ghrifk 
and his + Apoſtles, that | and 
Deluſions ſhould be in the World, 
and therefore the Fulfilling of theſe 
Prophecies bear witneſs not only 
- tothe Truth of the Writings of the 
New. Teſtament, 'and. conſequent- 
ly, of. Chuiſtianiry,, but of the Divi- 
nity. it ſelf. For things, of this na- 
ture,, which depend. wholly. on free 
and. arbitrary Cauſes, cannoti-be 
foretold 6: Hl Divine and Super- | 
natural: help. None but an All- | 
ſeeing eye could: have a proſpect of | 


"* Mat.7, x5, Lake 19s 5, +: Tim. 4.1, 2 Tim. 3 | 
1,6. 2 Pet. 3.3. Jude 18. 
theſe | 


% W 


P's 0 


- 


5 
E 
£. 
b 


& 2the Cauſes of Atheiſm: - a5 


chefe future Occurrences. The 
PrediCting of ſuch.chings to come 


is an * Evideiice - 'of an, cnjſicn 
Deity: 


why. ſhould any man think it 


Stfatige and Unaccountable” that 
there” are Difſentions. in Chriſten- 


dot? 'He may as well wonder that 


there? ate Men in che World: for as 


Tong as theſe retain-their nature, z. e. 


are ſubject ro Prejudice, Love of 
Intereſt, Paſſion, Pride, and the 


like, there will be je and He- 
 reſtes, for theſe proceed from ſome 
of thoſe ill Principles: and unleſs 
God ſhould change the fame of 


the World, and deſtroy the free- 
dom of Man s$ Will, z. e. make him 
atiother Creature, 1 P; cannot be other- 
wiſe. ” How unreaſonably then do 
men queſtion a God, and cry out 
againſt Religion it ſelf becauſe they 
fe ſo many of this ſort of Diſor- 
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And then as to the thing i it {af, 
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ders. in the worlds Whereas it.is 
certain,” that. it 1$ not, the fault of 
7 do et)! Bk 12.17 50 EASTHI&I I; 
Religion that things are thus, but: 
they are thus becauſe men haye ſo 


% ly # 


. Again, the Cheats and Deluſtons. 
that are in the world are uſeful for 
the Trial of Mankind, that (as the 
Apoltefih } ibey who or opprepe 
may be made manifeſt, 1 COT. 11, 19. 
I do not ſay they were defignd for 
this (for no Evil 1s deſignd by God) 
yet it is certain 'they are expedient 
for this purpoſe; ;and there. 15 no. 
better way to haye an experiment 
of the Upright Judgment, Sinctrity, 
Faithfulneſs, and Conſtancy of Per- 
ſons, than by. their being expos d 
to theſe Impoſtures. Laſtly, God 
deſervedly Punfhes men with erro- 
ne9us and falſe, DoCtrines, 2 Theſ]. 
2, 10, 11. Becauſe they. receive not 
the love of the truth ( yea becauſe 
they hate it, and oppoſe chemſelves 

to 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm, a7 
tO it ) and have pleaſure in unrighte- 
ouſneſs, for this cauſe he ſends them 
ſtrong delnfu 10n, that they., all believe 
a Lye, and that they ſhall defend 
and maintain, it. i 1s juſt with 
God to leave men to the Error and 
Blindneſs of their Minds, and judi- 
cially to give them over to Atheiſts 
cal Perſwaſtons when they have wil. 
fully debauch'd and abuſed their- 
Faculties. -.. This is the dreadful.,; 
but juſt; Judgment of God ; and I 
doubt not but the preſent Atheiſm: 
of the Age is fuch. 

Thus, it is evident that Errors. 
and Difſentions about Religion are 
ſo far from being Arguments of the 
N on-Exiſtence of a. Deity, that 
they are: undeniable Proofs of it. 
wn not then the diverſity of Sects 
and the Diſputes of wrangling 
Heads ( as particularly the late up- 
ſtarc Concraſt between the Unitari- 
ans and Trimtarians ) prejudice us. 


againſt 
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againſt"onr Chriſtian Faith. But 
let-us rather be\ſtirr\d\up hence'to 
hold- faſt the" Principles of our Be-: 
lief, arid tro own'a Deity whencthere: 
He {6 manyiin'this degenerate Abt 
thac deny-1t/-/ And/ withal, let ts 
endeavour cf baniſh 'Athesſ MP by 'do- 
mg ſo't6 'out- Diviſſons% The us l&y- 
aſide ot 'Refipious Squabbles, and' 
afrive at laſt: to's happy'Apreemetit” 
in Do&rine;'that- we may-her oy: 
cur” off occafidn of Atheiſtick Un- 
belief on thisAtcount::* However, 
though in ſome-*Points we cat't' 
fully accord; Jrus'not be hot and 
firy agaitſt oneanother, /as if Chas 
rity were b/Vartue with = 
VIII. There 1 is ſomething more 
heinots than' Diviſons, Which fre-- 
quently / occaſions Athetfn, and 
confirms men” 1in* 1t; and that is, 
the Hypocrifi and Evil Fours of. 
06 many that make a Very fair pro mM 
or of Chreſtuanity. Whilft it is © 

_ ſervd 
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 feryd that they talk Religiouſly, 
and , pretend; to Holineſs;+but ao 


nothing of what they talk of or 
Pretend. to; whullt it is feen that 
they have a form of godlaneſk,, but de- 
ny the power thereof 5 Whil{t tits evi- 
Lin that they cry the Temple of the 


Lord, the \Temple of the Lord, and 


yer are unhallowed in their Lives ; 
whilſt it 5-known that they lay 


claim tothe Spirit, but are Carnal 


and Senſual. in their Manners, and 
enterprize very vile things:for their 
worldly Profit and Advantage ; in 
ſhore, whulſt it 1s obſerv'd that the 
Behaviour of ſundry of the. avowed 
| Profeſſors of Chriſtianity is unan- 
ſwerable to their Principles, there 
1s a ſort of men that for the ſake of 


theſe, preſently conclude all to be . 


Hypocrites,, and Chriſtianity it ſelf 
to be an Impoſture, This then I 
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.of Atheiſm ſometimes, but they 
can never. be alledged as a' ſuffictent 
one, For what though there''be 
- mere pretenders to Golline 2 doth 
it thence follow that \there is nofie 


at all? . What though- there afe 
great: numbers. of Religious Impo- 


1tors?::-Muſt I therefore thence coh- 
clude that all Profeſlors of Religi- 


on are:an errarit Cheat ? Then by 


the ſame Logick I-may/perempto- 
rily infer; that there'is'tio ſuch Me- 


tal as Sitver, becauſe by too noted 
exPerience we find at this day that 


1t is generally cntibſiited; ; and 


there/-is' no-. ſuch 'ching: as True 
Coin, becauſe ſo muck is adultera- 
ted amongſt us. 'No man of ſenſe 


will make theſe Concluſions : and 


tis as certain, that he can with as 
little reaſon wack the others. Let 
us not then be. abuſed by unſound 


and fallactous Inferences: let ys 
not think there is no-Religion be- 


cauſe 


_ the Canſes of Atheiſm: | I's 


cauſe there are ſo many Unwerthy 
Retainers to it. Yea, let us be 
fully convinced of this, that chough 


Choiſtianity hath been, and is to 


this day abuſed and ſophiſticated, 
and thereby diſhonoured ; yet it is 
a Reality, and we may venture our 
Liyes upon 1t. And ſeeing the 
Evil Deportment of ſome that pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity 1s the greateſt en- 
conragement to Atheiſm and Vice, 
let us all make it our great bufineſs 
to adorn our. Profeſſion with a ho- 
ly, ſtrict, and exemplary Conver- 
ſation. Let oun light ſo ſhme before 
men, that others ſeeing our good works 
may be ſo far from denying, that 
wed may glorifie God. And let us 
pray for the arrival of that Happy 


Day ( and I hope 1t 15 not very far 


oft ) when Religion ſhall univer- 
ſally bear ſway upon Earth, and 
when men ſhall be throughly CON- 
vinced of the real Worth of Chri- 

{tanity 


52, Same Thoughts: concerning 
- ſtianity from the. Practices of oe 
rhar, profeſs it. -. 
1X;, In; the next. place, more 
ricularly , che, ut Examples of 
s ome who by their Office are $pi- 
am G 6? 5 and. Infruttors , are 
mention'd,as another great occaſion 
of Irretigion and Atheiſm, It 1s 
neceſlary to, take notice of this, be- 
cauſe it. is alledged (but "ay fre- 
quently - without ground) by the 
{warn Patrons of that Cauſe which 
I am now pleading againſt. They 
obſerve of ſome ,of this Order of 
men, that they. urge Virtue and 


Holineſs with great. Warmth and 
patherick Zeal, and yet are very 


cold, yea wholly neglectful in the 


Practice of them, and viſibly fa- 


vour.. thoſe 2 {Rk and Enormities 


which they diſlwade others from : 
whence it is no wonder (ſay they } 
that. theſe Perſons are not believed 
to, be 1n a god carneſt, yea that they 

are 
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are chought not to believe them- 


ſelyes, z, c. to be really perſwaded 
that thoſe things are true which 
they diſcourſe of ; for it is ſeen, 


Sl their Lives wholly contradict 


their Doctrine. Whence chis-rafh 
Concluſion 1 is made, that Preaching 
is a meer Trade, that the Miniſte- 


rial Fun Ction 1 is a Chear, and that 


Roligion it {elf 1s ſo too, and that 
a Deity is no other. Thus where 
is there more of /theiſm than in 
Italy, the Pope's own Soil, part of 
als is call X Holy Land y Which 


the Obſerving * Ran of Burope 


Speculum ( who had convers d in his 
Travels with the Italians, and knew 
them very well) atribures to the 
groſs Wickedneſs of the Roman Cler- 


73, and particularly of the Popes 
ad Cardinals, of whoſe ſcandalous 


Speeches and Actions. the people 


of chat Country have a greater 


L ———— 
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knowledge than others. They are 
not ignorant that ſeveral Popes were 
inclined to be Atheiſts; as Paul 3. 
when he was dying told the Stan- 
ders:by, that he ſhould now know 
three chings ; viz. whether the 
Soul be immortal, whether there 
be a Hell, and whether chere be a 
God. And Fohn 23. (as is plain from 
thac Council of Confzance by whom 
he was depoſed) profeſs d that he 
lookd upon Religion as a Fable, 
and God and the Soul's Immortali- | 
ty as fuch. And they dayly behold 
the lewd and difloluce PraCtices of 
ſome-of the Cardinals and Prelates, 
Abbors,Monks, and of their Pariſh- 
Prieſts, "which very thing (as the 
foreſaid Author obſerves ) makes 
chem the moſt Irreligious People 
in the World, yea cauſes them to 
defie all Religion for their ſakes. 
Eſpecially they conclude, that there 
is nothing true and real in Chriſt:- 
| anity, 
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anity, becauſe ſo many of the emi- 
hve "Pretenders to it and Aﬀertors 
of ir, live continually in oppoſition 
to all Religious Principles and Pra- 


ces, and are'feen to be guilty of 
the moſt horrid Impieties, of the 
moſt execrable Villanics that are to 
be imagined. Their being ſo near 


| to the Head of that Religion (as he is 


ſtiled ) makes them averſe to the 
whole kind. -'And this is n ſome 
meaſure the caſe of People in other 
Countreys, where even the Prote- 


ſtant Faith is profeſſed, but is ac- 


companied with the Scandalous 
Lives and Lewd PraCtices of ſome 
chat are immediately concern'd in . 
Holy things, and whoſe Employ- 
ment it 1s to direct others in Rel:- 
g10nN. 

Burt-to ſpeak impartially, to any 


conſiderate Perſon, this cannot yield 


an occaſion of being Atheiſtical : for 


though the manners of ſome of the 
Sacred 
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all Relig 100 for their. Miſdemean- 
ours. +... edv,notiread that our Sa- 
viour condemned. the. Jewiſh Chujgþ, 
and Moſaick-Law. becauſe of the Hy- 
pocriſie, .and Wickedneſs. of : the, 
Chict Priefts, Scribes, and DoGors | 
of the. Law. Nay, he. tells. the | 
People, 4] that they bid, you obſexve; | 
that. obſerve and dog. but do. not je.afs || 
ter their. works, Matth.. 23. 3-. AS 
much as; if he had ſaid, The Mo- | 
ral Law, and all the Offices of Re- 
'ligion, are nor in the; leaſt diſgre- P 
dited by the vicious Manners. of | 

_ ſome of your Teachers, Be careful } 
that, you imitate them not. in their 
Practices ; . but be very, obſeryant 

_ of the Holy Doctrine which they 
deliver ; entertain no ll Thanahes 
of it, . becaule of che cqrrupt Lives 
of your Guides. The like may, be 
aid, now z the Faults and as 
riages 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 57 
rages of any Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
muſt nor- be; charged on the Sacred 
Inſticution of Chriſt; we. ought 
not-to-think 1]] of Chriſtianity for 
the diſorderly Behaviour of any ſpi- 
ritual Officers 1n the Church. We 
ſee that there 1s no- man refuſes to 
follow a Learned Phyſician's Pre- 
 f{criptions ' and Rules concerning 
Health, becauſe he doth not ob- 
ſerve them himſelf. Nor can the 
Spiritual Patient with any reafon re- 
ject the Rules of Saving Health 
and Happineſs, though they are not 
obſerv d by the Preſcriber himſelf. 
But to be yet more plain with 
the Perſons I am now dealing with, 
they (of all men) cannot wath any 
colerable pretence make uſe of this 
Plea: they cannot complain of the 
Lives of the Clergy as adminiſtring 
to their diſregard of Religion, tor 
the more ſtri&> and religious any 
Church-man 154. the more She de- 
E 2 ſpiſed 
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ſpiſed and hated by them. A Pious 
Clergy-man is reckond by them a 
weak ſhallow Creature, a fantaſtick 
Bigot, and is. laugh a at as ſuch. 
So that it is evident, that what they 
| alledge concerning the undue Be- 
haviour of ſome that ſerve at the 
| Altar, is a meer groundlefs Cavil ; 
for chey would have all men as 
Wicked and Debauchd as chem- 
KV: ' 

It muſt indeed be nhwwinkut; 
that this 1s a great Scandal, and of ve- | 
ry pernicious conſequence, and ſuch | 
as 18.not to be permitted with 1m+ | 
punity in the Church : bur it is no 
excuſable ground of Impiety and A- 
theiſm. However, {ince it is ſo hei- 

nous 1n 1t- ſelf, aud is made by the 
_ perverſe minds of many an Excuſe 
for their Atheiſm, it 1s the concern 
of all Chriſtian Guides of Souls to 
be Examples to the Flock, to'con- 
form. chelr. Lives with oreat Cir- 
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cumſpeCtion and ExaCtneſs to the 
Laws of Chriſt Jeſus their Maſter, 
and to take care to perform them- 
ſelves whatever they require others 
to do. 7 
'X. Unbelief of a God is occaſt- 
ond ſometimes by the Strange Reve- 
luttons and Changes, the Odd Events, 
and Unaccountable Admmiſtrations that 
are inthe World. Eſpecially men 
are inclined to queſtion God's Exi- 
| ſtence as well as his Providence 
when they behold the proſperous 
{tate of the moſt vicious Perſons, 
| and on the contrary, obſerve how 
{ miſerably ſometimes the Beſt men 
|] aretreated in this Life, and at Death 
{1 are not at all difterencd from the 
| Worſt, but periſh alike. Then 
| - you ſhall hear one cry out, Quiz pu- 
| tet efſe Deos ? And another uſes the 
like Language of the Poet, 
\ Dum rapuant mala fata bonos, — 
Solicitor nullos eſſe putare Deos. 
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ned;-we' ſhall know how to-ſalve 
cheſe-:diftionlt.: !PPenmena, ' How- 
ever; at: rhectaſt) Pay all theſe'In- 
rrigues , theſe: Kneks, theſe; I'aby- 
ritiths, theſe Riddles, ſhall be ful 
ly reſolved; >and it ſhall be Parr of 

Our employinent'i in the othtrworld, 
cal admire-and;adore the'Ihfaite 
Wiklom of-God! 1h the: difpoſal of 
the Airs: :hero-on Favels // And 
x Farm wei {hall:chewbe (atis- 
=_ yeaweimayibe :riowy coricer- 
fling! the foreſaid: Problem viz.."the 
Proſperity: of: the icked,- and! the 

comtary Circumftarices ofthe Good ; 
for t&/evident;: that theſe ate Jco0p: 
| dingx0 exact: Juſtice and\Wikdom, 
| Gdd/intended!the' former Ahould 
1 bawer their portron 9m this * Jefonly; 
andihe deſignedoholatterto be pre- 


parct fox Hlqavetrls) thoſe vamnec 
dedlmgs heteibclow; / 03. &.). 

»12Laſtly; Learned Times, eſpcialy if 
_ with Peace.or Proſpe- 


62 Sonie houghts Concerning, 


71ty, ;are reckon d;by!a* Judicious 
Perſon as another-Caule of Atheiſm. 
Nor is this inconſiſtent with "What 
I faid, before, that Ignorance 1s: the 
Mother'of : Atheiſm. © ' For Learned 
or Peaceable: times..are- only thus 
far conducible to; this: Great Evil, 
that men are then generally. too In: 
quiſitive;:and Cririous,. too Mice 


and: Wanton, and over-buſily pry 


into; Secrets; Which. when they 
cannot - ſatisfie- themſelves: about; 
they are inclined to be Arhciſtical; 
and to-doubt even.:;concerning "the 
chief things of Religion. - Where- 
fore- tk not; the. ſtarting 

and. keepibg up at this day the:De: 
bates abour the Doctrine: of:the He- 
. ty Irapty are a. great. advancement 
C this: evil--diſpoſition of mind. 
There,arc choſe/whoypuſh on:both 
Parties to wrangle- Ins. quarrel -a- 


— at. tomy 
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mean time laugh at the Comba- 
tants on both: ſides. Whilſt they 
encourage” ſome Writers to baffle 


_ the Trimty of Drvine Perſons, their 


Project is to deſtroy the Eſſence zt 
ſelf. Whilſt they put them upon 
maintaining the Unity of the God- 
head, they hope in the cloſe of the 
Diſpute to introduce a Nullity not 
only of the Deity, but of all Re- 
lIigion. For by theſe Bandyings 
backward and forward, they know 
chat mens minds will be unſettled 
and that they will be apt tro waver 
about-the truth and certainty of the 
main ' Articles of our Religion. 
When 'Perſons obſerve, thac the 
very Divinity of our Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour 1s tofs'd and torn by 


rude Tos! - When they ſee ſo Caths- 


lick a Doctrine attack'd' with ſuch 
Violence; 'what can they think of 
the other great Verities of Chriſti- 
_ And withall, the Anti-Tri- 


os mtarians 
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 mitartany hereby provoke: ſome: of: 
their ' Adverſaries -tb:\an! indecent; 
fort of. Language concerning thefe 
Holy Myſteries: {o thar+ſome of, 
theſ: latter;have. hurt che Cauſe it 
may be:;almoſt as; muth''by their, 
Detending| it, . as - others have by. 
theit Oppoſing it. - Thus it rs 
needs be;ywhen P a immoderate- 
1y mdulge Curiofaty intheſe! Abſtruſe 
and Sublime Macters, and will not 
be. conrene wich what'ithe Bible and. 
immediate - Infirences drawn: thence 
ſuggeſt to;us. By this:means they 
loſe their hold, and:;pwe their An- 
cagoniſts a elear Advantdge/againft 
them, :and- manifeſtly yſis the 
Deſign. of thoſe who-make-it their 
_— to make yoid-the Ngtuon of a. 
PA ;4Þ it49 * 2457 © 9 Ts 

\Nay,-in! i!the. verySacinian -Do= 
Arne i there:{ekms: £0; be. an 
Atheſtakd aig; Wovld:nor a, maty 
ou i 8:87 ipproach ta 
Atheiſm 
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Atheiſm; in thoſe RefleCtzans which 
are, made on, ajSermon preach'd by 
the Righc Reverend Biſhop of Wor- 
ceſter, * where one of che moſt. rc- 
ceiy'd Notigns concerning the Na- 
ture of the Deity, it ſelf is caſhier. 
The S elf- Exiſtence of God, which 
is the Primary, Fundamental, and 


bſſencial Property, and. is.the very 


Life and Sovl of, the explicatory 
Part of the Doctrine of the Deity, 


i peremptorily pronounced by them 
to. be a Contradjttion. - It: 3$ well 


known, Socmus, and Crellius, and 
others of this Party, deny God's 


Inenfity, i. e. his being preſent 
every. where as to his Eflence and 
'Nature. ., All:of them, agree: that 


he hath nora .Knowledge and. Fore- 
ſigh of every thing that Happens 10 


the World, for future « Contingen- 
ie are hid from him. Particularly 


- Qpnſiutaton on *E PET fore Dotrine 
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66 Some Thoughts concerning | 
* Socinur largely argues againſt this 
Preſcience, and tells us, that he 1s 


to be laugh'd ar that aſſerts the con- 


trary. \ Nay, it is farther obſerva- 
ble, "that this great Patriarch of the 
preſent - Cauſe diſowns the Immate- 
rial or Spiritual Nature of God, as 


" may- be: unaeniably garherd from 


his + Expoſition of ob 4. 24. and 
other Paſſages in his Writings. And 


he is followed by Crellzur, as is ma- 


nifeſt from that Account which this 
latter 'gives of a Spirit, when || he 
ſpeaks'of the Nature of God. He 
doth not- make it to be any thing 
above a refined body, a ſubſtance void 
of all groſs matter, ſuch as the Air 
or -Ather. is. So that when theſe 
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nuious ſort of Matter, not that he 
is wholly Incorporeal, -and-altoge- 
ther free from Matter, © This is the 
ſame with Mr. Hobbs's Corporeal 
God. Thus four of the Chief At- 
tributes of the Deity, viz. Self- 
Exiſtence, Onuipreſence, Onmiſctence, 
and Spirituality, are either in whole 
or 1n part. rejected, Whereupon, 
I ask this Queſtion, Whether theſe 
things do not diſcover a Tendency 
(to ſay no more) in the 4nti-Trint- 
tarians to that which I am charging 
them 'with? For to aflert a God, 
and yet to deny ſome of his Choi- 
ceſt Properties ( whereby we know 
him to be God') is in effect the 
ſame with denying a Deity. 

Tf they diſtinguiſh between the 
Engliſh and Foreign Socimans ( as I 
perceive they do) and tell us that 
the former do not aſlert the things 
before mention'd, I anſwer, the 
very Eneliſh Prints avonch the a 
SY je 
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of thoſe Panticulars;' and; as' for the 
reſt, they heipg.cthe L Doctrine of the 
Chief Rea = the Sacinian-Cauſe, 

| yea and of:the Moſt of them, che 
Engliſh/ Unirarians are involved in 
them, becauſe thoſe Foreigners are 
the. greateſt and moſt ſubſtancial 
part of that. Body. of men: call'd $#- 
cinians, Thus the Trinttarian Scheme 
of Religzon, drawn up by ſome En- 
glith Socinians of late,tS thought by 
chem to. touch all: the- 'Trinttarians 
( elſe it could not be fliled the Tr:- 
mtarian Scheme ) though every 1ndt- 

vidual Trinitarian doth not hold all 

thoſe things mentioned there. Let 
them apply this, and they will have 
nothing; ta.object, 

And further, I would argue 
from their own avowed Principle, 
which 1s that. they are to admit of na- 
thing but what is exatily adjuſted. to 
Nature's - and. Reaſon s Pr nothing 
but what 15 emtirely clear and evident : 


for 
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for though 1£:15 true-ſome Socinian 
Wiaters of. late/have laid aſide this 
Notion-(and:truly we may. obſerve 
that they are ſhifting every day their 
Arguments, and-ſo we know not 
where: to, have them) yet he that is 
acquainted wich: the Writings thar 
make up the.main Body of Socinia- 
niſm, knows full well that this is a 
Principle conſtantly: aſſerted and 
maintaind. by the generality .of 
them, -and upon all occafions inſiſt- 
ed.ypon. Thus hath been the Stanch 
Notion of the Great Dons of the 
Party, and. of . the famous Svcinus 
himſelf. - And: S/cktmmgeus, though 
he ſeems indeed ſometimes to: be 
otherwiſe perſwaded, yet comes to 
this at laſt, that the Trimty is a 
Doctrine that can t be born, becauſe 
it cant be underſlvod. And why do 
* Crellius and orien from Rea- 


| * {> Beg Vo! I. Page 118, * De Uno DeoP, 
libs 4+ (ct, b''3; | 


{on 


NO JYome Thoughts concerning 


ſon and Logical Arguments againſt 


rhe Trinity, -1f they: do -not refuſe 
the DoCtrine upon the- account of 
Reaſon? » And- it is certain they 
would not do this'if they were.not 
perſwaded that theſe things in Re- 
Iigion:muſt be adjuſted to Natural 
Reaſon, and that they' are diſpleaſed 
with the DoEtrine of the Trmmty and 
Incarnation. &c. becauſe dats are 
not exactly ſquared to their Natu- 
ral Notions. You ſee then what 
1$- the ſentiment of the Greateſt 
Rabbies of this way, and therefore 
we muft make our eſtimate of the 


Socinian or Antitrinitarian Do- 


Erine from theſe, and not from 
one or two Modern Writers. This 
I think will be granted by all men 
of reaſon, 
Bur what if it doth appear that 
even the. very” Engliſh and Modern 
Socimans,-though they ſeem to wave | 
this Principle, do yet retain it, and 
govern 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm; 9x 
prey themſelves by it? Elſe why 
* do they complain that * they have 
61 concepion of the Trinity as the Trini- 
. farians repreſent it to them," thsy 
- Cannot form an idea of it; it is a niott- 
| on thatexcites no Idea's in their ninidls h 
| ii againſt Reaſon and Natural Light ? 
| © Wete adviſed by the Moder Pen- 
2 mien 4 to conſult our Reaſon about the 
| This in queſt; nd if we dv Joy we 
"ſball find an abſolute impoſſibility in the 
| Trintarian Doftrine: our Reaſon will 
| aſſure us that an Almighty Father and 
| an Almighty Son are muſt certainly. two 
| Gods and that two Creators can be 'no 
Hh | k atber than two Gods - therefore we may, 
| \and we muſt mfer that the exptication 
| of the pe ue of St, John's Goſ- 
pet, which advances ſuch ' a Doftrine, 
 &s certainly falſe. Again, the 
| Engliſh Socimans tells us that || the 
T =” Lener ofRefolurion EC the Doftrine of the 
{ © Trinity. The Unreaſonableneſs of the DoQrine of the 
3 Trinity. 4 An Accurate Examination of the Principal 


Texts, Oc. chap. 5. |} Obſervations on the Anſwer ro 
the brief Hiſtory of the Unitarians, chap. 2. 
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t Letter of Reſolution concerning the DoEtine of the | 
Trinity. * Obſervations '6n the Anſwet 'to the brief | 


Hiſtory of the Unitarians, Chap. r. 
above |: 
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{ont there. are fuch, and I chink I 


have. proved it. from their on 
- .mourhs, | The ſum, of their Fly 
ion. and reſolution. is his, that | 
+ there .is nothing. difficult and ab- 
Arſe | in Religion, and that they 
, Will not believe any ching in Chri- 
| ſtianity bur what they can make out 
| by; Reaſon: otherwiſe it mult be 


the Cauſes Fate T3 


above their, Reaſon, and Natyral 
-ldex S. and. therefo by they th 

matter of their, Faith, - This ..:s_it 
Td, the, evercnd: Perſon before 


,Ramed, charges theſe men; with in 


; A peat. part.,of his 


" *Ofth angl ries of 
pi te 2nd. cer- the cok 

ly. he would not. 

ve:done, 1 it if there were no fuch 


s in_being. . It. is top, plain 


diarded preſently. 
Now, to apply this P Principle "© 


os Antitrinitarians; we are affured 
_that we cannot by ſearching find out 
God, Job L 1. 7: his Iifoute Nature 


F 2 and 
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and Tmmenſe. Bfſmce are not | com- 
. menfurate to our Conceptions, are 

riot adjuſted to' our Ideas, but are 
far above them: ir 'is impoſſible 
"that the Apprehenſions of finite 

Creatures ſhould reach theſe things : 
therefore according to the fareſaid 

Principle, the Unarians are not 
obliged to believe any ſuch things ; 

they muſt not admit of the Infinite þ 
| Nice of God,' concerning which | 

our Conceptions will always be'ob- | 
| ſeure and unproportionate 3 yea, | 

' © they cannot but infer from their | 
own Maxim, that God 1s an umpoſ- | 
ſible Being, at leaſt that His Þn- | 

menſe Nature 15 ſuch. They cannot Þ 

comprehend and conceive the Man- | 
\ ner: of the Immenſe and Infinite || 

Preſence or Knowledge of God ; || 
.therefore they muſt difown the | 

things themſelves. Thus by vertue || 

of their own profeſs'd Prinetple, | 
the Godhead 1t felf as well as the || 


Trinty = 


is wy Dy this Principl. 
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Trquty is ſhock d' by them - 


and 


| lleently one Would be : apt to 


gather that a Scinian, fo far as he | 
e is an Atheiſt, 
or ( laſt thac ſhould ſcem harſh ) 


one that favours the Cauſe of A- 
| theilm, For he may as well quit 
| the belief of a God becauſe. of theſe. 
| Difficulcies and Abſtruſities in the 


Nature of God, as renounce” the. 
Doctrine of the Trinity, ' becauſe 
there are ſotne inexplicable and un-. 
intelligible things that accompany 
it. But becauſe all men do not fol- 
low. the natural Condu of their 
Fcigles ( the Divine Providence 
gyer-ruling in theſe caſes ) I do not 
here- paſs an Univerſal Cenſure, I 


| do. not ſpake of. every. individual 


| man, nay I ho 
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charitably CONCer- 
ning moſt of them. ' However, it 
is to. be fear d, that ſore are un- 


| happily under the force and fray 
| of La foregoing TO - 


- and 


% Fg" theſe 


' THadypis Oy 
theſe ate chi Perfotis' 1f ſpeak. | | of, 
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"Theſe thi ings T fredly "and ajatty 

ſygpeſt. . ich the T cat ned arid 

Ingenious, Gentleinen of Hs Reco 
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Van Perfwafion cannot diſlike, ag ] I- 


leſs they diſapptove'of themdth 
wile they tina their ow Wi 
URS; "for they cry up in almo 

them. (and in * bhe very TO 
a ke eG of Diſcourſe,” a Libert 
of ſpeaking their Thoy ugh which 


applaud as a very 


a=, £ Y 1 


Noble thing, and 7 wh value them- 


{ves v upon it. hey, cannot deny 
chat to me which they allow of and 


raagnifie 1 in thernfel &, 
hen I moſt facredly. profel 
ho chat I have ſincetely dif ivered 


my Thoughts, 'and ſpoken what T 


rOUS and 
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conceive to be the words of Truth 
and Soberneſs... "Wherefore T ex- | 


Yo *An Exhoration (6-4 Free and Ioparta A 
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| to be approved « of 'by Perſons | 
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as 


| ſpeaking out... L;chink they, will 


not charge. me with this Fault, . for 


theirs. in all, their dear Fleutheropolis 
that.is' more; diſingaged ang unby- 


| | Bue though I have uſed a beco- 


ming Freedom, yet there. are ſome 
things that I omit, becauſe 1 would 
let the World ſee that I anunot ea- 
gr and laviſh in blaming. and cen- 
uring any Party of Men, eſpecially 
{ince-it is ſuggeſted to me by ſome 
that are Learned and Sober of that 


' Perfwaſion, that it is hard that 


their Opinion ſhould ſuffer for. the 
Hy Conſequences of it, or for the [n- 


_ frncerity of any that profeſs 1t, or 


Fs WW 


| (eyen-ſome of the Clergy ) for pal-. 
liating and diflembling, and not 


| T have acted according totheir own. 
_ Generous. Principles; and I muſt 
tel. them there 1s not a Friend of 
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76 Some | T hot whts concerns 
ages which oecurr mm-ſome of their 
late Writers, I do i likewifo be: 


cauſe I would give the World'an' 
Exarnple of Moderation and Ter; 
per 'in'this Diſputing 'and /Wran-' 
gling "Age ; "that 'it may be ſeen, : 
chat. whullt 1 remonſtrate againſt ; 
_ the Errors and Miſtakes ( as T'ſup-: 


_- 


poſe them to' be ) of any Side, 1 


vations of them, and that I hadira-: 
_ ther the Truth ſhould prevailithan 
the Contrary Opinion, or the Main- 
tainers of it ſhould be expoſed. . Fi 
nally, T conſider that it is improper 
and unreaſonable-to contend among; 
our {elves at home whillt our At 
mics are engaging che Enemy | 
ac PTE Dm. } 452-280 {| 

The Proper Antidote belonging | 
to this Head of my Diſcourſe '1s 
fween Fate Beings ard thar which 
ou ly 
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the-Cauſes of Atheiſm. 579. 
afwite 25for/Accingthere-is ſuch. 
a'Vaſt Difference between” them, 
we ought rto-obſerve it. We:can- 
not form'the ſame Conceptions of 
one and the-other; yea: the latter is 
exalted above our reach and com- 
prehenſion ; wherefore let us be fa- 
risfied, that: the Properties : of an 
Infinite Being (ſuch as God: is) are 
incomprehenfible , 'and therefore 
that may:be poſſible | inthe Infinite 
Narure if God ( as namely that it 
is communicable to Three Diſtin&t 
Perſons _)\ which is unpoſſible in 
the Finite Nature of Man or other 
Creatures. ': Let us attend to that 
which: may be known; ::and that 


clearly: andviſtinEtly; andinor trou- 
ble our 'tho 


ughts and wrack-.our 


brains about. Unſearchable 'Myſte- 


ries. . -A: Lover of Peace as. well as 


'Teurh ſhould nor be fo much follt- 
itous: about the Mamer of the Three 


Perſonal. or $ Fubſeſtencies as about 


the 


,- 


80: Sent Fheghtnadwaniag 
this:Tri retry ſelf - [Metarefurgof 
che latcer,-as: ſure av the(Scriprure. 

can malls us.;: therefore-it doth: not: 
| became: ys-to. wrangler about; the: 
formerz -eſpecally' when: we -find 
thar 1]bminded: men make uſei ob 
this-Quarcel to: promote the Cauſe 
ob. Acherm3;arnd truly: tliey, make 
advatxech-(Oweards it)epery:days | i! 
i;Þ-prbxedd::.to .Ocher>Dofrines 


which! adminiſter io this | Great 


Evil white Lhave|bber ſpeaking of, 


pros which may: jultb--be: reckoned 
among; bhe: Slemiſhes, of theſe In- 
quiſirrve | 'Eirhes, - Such isthar. of a 
* lite Writer, thatthe Books of the 
Old Feſtament were not: written 
by thoſe Perfans whoſe! Names they 
bear, that the Hiſtorical parts of 
the Bible are lame_and icmperfect, 


the Writings were cot. carefully 
and ( faichfyllyt trariſmicred' to: Us but 


In , * ima 7 HAS. Tr Pee cap 2Þ:8, 9; 9, "To. 


FR 


and -repugnanc to themſelves ; chat 
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w_ SS 


and taken without order ati” mie-" 
thod from” other Writi Tl Alt- 
Ys 


: bs Hl ba 
TED eas 


. J WW, 


the Euſes of Athd ml” ge6 


_ abound with many fatilts ae: nile 
| flakes, that! the Books of the Pg 


phits are racer ſcraps ant fragments; ” 


which | xt. togerhet, > the” 
Authority 'of Divine ' Revelation, 
and covfequintly of as Reveals 
Religion, from whence we have: 
theſtron peſt and moſt pfegharir' At; 
guments for a Deity, p 
Again, The fame Defign 1 is ad | 
vanced 10 theſe Learied' Fines by 


thruſting of © Opinions arid Theories” 
on the world ' in defiance of 'the 


plain Eeirer and H; florical” Part of 
the Bible: as if the Sacred Hiftoty, 
which 'was writterr = Inſpired 
Men, were not as credible and au- 


chencick 48 that of Prophiane Avu- 


thors. The frame of the Priminive 
Earth -is repreſented oppoſite to. 
what Moſes tells us it was : the ac-* 


Font which he gives: of Paradiſe 
a3 


contradicted, ye: 


verrd, that. 


concereing . our - Firſt 


is attriby 


and imaginary, and thence the De- 


luge it felf 1s concluded by many 
to.be ſo.3-and Moſes-is reckon'd by | 
them as- an - Impoſtor. - Which 1 5 
_ taken notice of, and thus animad- 
verted upon by a Curious Obſerver, 
and One : who. ( as becometh fo. 
Learned an Head } joyns Religion 
with his Philoſophical Reſearches, 
ical- Party, bad bercby an 
occaſion (, { ueh he ) boldly to grve out. 
that ſuch. 4. Delu e 4. that 'd: ſcribed. 
by ings was a together hes ible, 


* The 4 the | 


a®, Dr, Wogward': -; Hiſt of the Earthy | Part 3. 26 "8 
F: an 


( as it is a + Particular Place- )is 

it is, ſtrongly a- 
ere never was any. 
ſuch thing., What Moſes relates 
Parents is 
laugh'd at as a Romantick, Story. 
The Univerſal Deluge 1 in Noal $ time. 
ted: to..an accidental diru- 

ption. of the Earth ; which when 

ſcann'd, 1s. found to be. fictitious | 
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of a 
Demonſtrations of the falſhood of it, 
\ which the y; vented with all imaginable 
Triumph, and would needs have tt that 7 
"they had'bere' ſprung a : freſh and unan- 
FF SArre "Argument agian uſt the Authen- 
A tickneſs of the MoſaickWritmgs ; which | 
- is indeed what they drive at, and a 
Point they very fain would pln, For 
'F the Pen-man'of the firſt book 1n 
the Brble be found tripping, then 
the Credit of all the by 
' ground; we may juſtly "queſtion 
"their E ideliry, yea deny whatever 
they ſay. And ſo the 'Bible* falls, 
' and with it all our Religion, and 


. the Cauſes of + Atheiſm, 8: 


£ * 


4 BY) thi there never was, nor cinld be 
© any ſuch thing. Nothin was talkd 


mong them unde} Mathematical 


falls to the 


with that necelarily a Dezty, which 


_ is the thing ultimately aumed at, I 


do not fay by the firſt Hand from 
whence hel Notions came ( for 

I charitably hope better chings of 
b TE a Perſon, eſpecially ſince 


he 
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cb bach  ſhew'd himſelf, not unwil- 
Qling to. retract them.) but. by thoſe 


Tg men. who! 
$i\QL ; theſe Opinions. 


tc .t0.a Lea 


190 Go fEY Þ. be. pot rn =— 
2 Ip 5 AN {Perniciqus"tO,; hold chat 


Forgery and WRIONg 2,16; (WAS, de- 


-Norank: Ze at that, time, ,and doch 
not contam matter: of fact, I have 
; ſaid ſogaerhing of this nature in an- 


: ocher-place, andon anotheraccount; 
.-þut I-never- had occafion before to 
| repreſent, IT a$ an unhappy Handle 


@ 768 4 Du-Pin Hiſt of Eccleſ: Writers, Prelim Diſſrtat. 
which 


make their 


will add here is Ws, chat if 
 &fche, Serkan) Ape wh Tery dange- 


BINS s Wrizings, 1 5 mere. 


"kane oolyro comply with the Tg- 
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" the Caiſes PO” $5 


which Atheiftically Uiſpofed Per- 
Tons may Tay"hold v > Where- 
fore Tec thoſe Who are Philoſo phi- 
41 fpoſed" thke "warning here, 
\and forhearto prefer their-6wn pre- 
Frnohbe Hypotheſes before'the'plain 
"Accqunt? Which chis/Trfpired' Hi 
-Ntorian Bhs & of thoſe! firſt thingsin 
"the 'World:”" Let notepreſume-to | 
Tepteſetit, theWritings of (this Firſt 
Author LO aſe, Reade to rake 


"Thi ir owy! ttt e, anthereby ro to Sra- 
| "tifie che'worlt: ſort 6f mai. - Tneed 


Pe 


| nor lay rhoj&® here, 'bacitiſe I habe 

— Wreddy. an dpted' aga Mita the Infe- 

| * ation pf cheſt two: laſt Hes, * viz. 
Tn te i thofe*Diſtourſes whettin F hive 
reated” of 'the Authority": Me "Petfe- 

. Won of the'$' craptures." Gage 
In che next place,” Learned En- 
quires; are apt to. give Encourage- 
.. ment to Acheiſm by an"obſtinate tn- 
' deavour mp to ſolve al the Phoenome- 
| na ts the world by mere "Natural and 
| or = 
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F Ul 


hs "Some: 7 boughts . copcerning 


poreal Cauſes, and by their averſe- 
to adi mit-of the aid Hur concur- 
_ of a Supernatural.:or Imma- 
terial Principle for the production 
"of them. \_ The Mechanick Phaloſopby 
hath done a great deal. of muſchict 
_ on this;account : not but. that (fo 
far as it ought.to be made uſe. of ) 
it is generally. the moſt excellent 
{ (; becauſe. the __ plan and fenſi- 
. ble ) way.of diſplaying t the Opera- 
..tions of... Natural Bodies: and..it 
;,cannot be,denyed, th © fi Ince | This 
. hath been revived :and., 
there hath been: that Ima proverent 
.in- Natural Philoſophy which never 
..was thought of ul 5 ;and which 
_:could, pever have been-attain'd by 
' the 4r: ftatelian way:: yet this is to 
[be faid; with truth and,reaſon, that 
_ the Great Reviver and Manager of 
.. it hath ,gargied;ir, on too far by un- 
 dertaking.tq give an account * All 
Effects,and, Events. in, the produ- 


Ction 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 87 
tion of Vegetables and Animals, 
and 1n the very Formation and 
Organization of ys Body of Man 
himſelf by mere Mechanick Prin- 


ciples, thereby in a manner aſcri- 
bing Divinity to Matter and Mot;- 


| on. This Grear Philoſophick Wir 


oyer-ſhot himſelf here; and chough 
it is true he hath otherways (" ViZ, 
by aſſerting the Notion of Soz/s or 
Spirits, and by demonſtrating their 
elſential and real Difference from 
Bodies ) made ſome part of amends 
for this, yet there are many at this 
day who make very 1ll uſe of this 


| Doctrine. Some take occaſion 


thence to believe, that Men as well 
as Brutes are no other than Engines 
and Machines, mere Neuroſpaſts 
and Senſele(s Puppets. Other 
build upon this Notion the Con- 
ceit of Thinkzng Matter, for if Pores 
and Particles do all things 3 in the 

G Bodies 


$2 Come Thoughts concern V4 


Bodies of Brutes, it is probable 
they ſerve inſtead of Swzls to thoſe 
of Humane Race: and fo a Spiri- 
tual and Immaterial Principle 1s 
excluded. This Ph:loſophy is Vain 
Decett, and too many are Foul 4 
. by it 

But they ſhould conſider that 
the Noble French Philoſopher him- 
ſelf did not believe all that he 
wrote, Malebranch, who was a 
oreat Admurer and Defender of him, 
tells us, that he never pretended that 
things were made m that manner that 
he deſcribes them *. Yea, we have 
Des Cartess own word for it, 1 
require not any one, ſaith he, to be- 
leve that Bodies which compoſe this 
vVi/uble World were ever produced in 
that way which I have repreſented 


them. It ſeems by his own Con- 


Pars 4. TY 
teſl1on, 


* Search after Truth, Book 1. + Princip. Philoſ. 
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the Cauſes of Atheiſm. $9 
teſſion, that he was not- in good 
earneſt in all the parts of his Phi- 
lolophy, and therefore we may ga- 
ther that in ſome of the Particulars 
atoremention'd he only propounded 
his ConjeEtures. 
We might carry this Thought 
yet farther, and obſerve that the 
generality of the Modern Philoſo- 
phers ( not only Carteftans, but o- 


thers ) have contributed much to 
Atheiſm, by referring All things, 


not only in Organiz d Bodies but in 
every part of the World, and all 
the Phenomena that we take notice 
of 1n 1t to a Corporeal Principle, and 
to the Efficiency and Power of this 
alone. Whereas, it 15 certain that 
there are many things which hap- 
pen in the World that cannot be 
ſolvd any other way than by the 
Superintendence of a Spiritual Be- 


ing, There are ſeveral wonderful 
Cr 2 Occur- 


: 58,” Re s 


go Come Thoughts COnNcernmg 


Occurrences which no man can 
give an. account of,; but by ſuppo- 
{ingan. Almighty Immaterial Agent, 
which 1s no other than God. Thus 
we muſt be conſtrained to repair | 
co an Incorporeal Principle to ſolve | 
rhe Caule of the Seas conſtant Ebb- | 
ng and Flowing, and the Attrattion 
of the Loadſtone, and the Hangzng of | 
the Clouds, and many other Pheno- 
mena 1n Nature: for the Accounts 
that are given are imperfect and 1n- 
con{1ſtent, and do no ways fatisfie 
any Serious Enquirer, A man that 

1s not willing co be pur off with 
{light and inſufficient Suggeſtions, 
cannot reſt in them as true Cauſes 
of thoſe things. Only Philoſophi- | 
cal men will be aſſigning ſome | 
Reaſons of things, wherher they 
can Or no: and chis ; 1s an Inclinati- | 
on which is incident to the beſt þ_ 
and wiſett Naturaliſts in all Ages. || 

But || 
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the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 91 
But they may as reaſonably under- 
take to ſhew whence it 15 that the 
Sun. hath its continual Motion 
trom Eaſt to Weſt, or ( as they 
would rather expreſs it ) why the 
Earth Wheels about upon its Axis 


from Welt to Eaſt: which yet I 


do not ſee attempted by any Philo- 
ſopher whatſoever; and yet there 


' 6as much reaſon for the one as the 


| 90 for Gravity, that known af- 


| feCtion of Bodies whereby they are 
| inclined towards the ſame Com- 
' mon Center, it ſeems not to be 
| ſolved by any Principles of Mecha- 


niſm that have hitherto been pro- 


pounded, whether it be from a 


| kind of Magnetiſm 1n ſome parts of 
| the Earth ( as hath been imagind 
| by ſome ) or from the reflected 
| Particles of the Celeſtial Mitter dri- 
| ving down into their places the car- 


(3 3 thy 


92 Come Thoughts concerning 

thy bodies they find above chem, 
or ( as they at other times are plea- 
ſed to ſpeak ) from the preſſure of 
the Atmoſphere, which moves all 
Bodies continually downwards, be- 
cauſe it doth it ſelf preſs always to- 
wards the Earth; or whether 1t be 
( as the Learned Tſaac Voſſrus holds ) 
from the Diurnal Motion of the Barth, 
whereby all heavy Bodies { which 
move with greater difficulty than 
light ones) tend to the middle or 
Center, and light Bodies are expel- 
led towards the Superficies or from 
the Center. But a man that would 
be very ſerious in Philoſophizing, 
can hardly acquieſce in any of thele 
Solutions, He 15 not hereby fatis- 
fied how Non gravitation can be and 
not be in a thing at the ſame time, 
as 10 Warer in the Sea or in a Ri- 
ver: for it 1s heayy and preſſes down, 
and yer the parts do not gravitate ; 
| for 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 93 
for 'tis known that thoſe that dive, 


and are under ſo great a heap of 


Waters, yet feel it not upon them. 
Here muſt be cds Im unavis , there 
muſt be acknowledged an other 
Cauſe beſides thoſe before menti- 
ond ( if they may be faid to be 
Cauſes at all ), 

And accordingly I find that ſome 
of the moſt Judicious Fhiloſophers 
of our awn Nation have averrd 
that a God, a Divine Incorporeal 
Subſtance may be evinced from 
the Phenomena of Grayity, This 1s 
made good by ſtrong and nervous 
Arguments 1n an * Undertaking of 
the Learned Dr. More. + Another 
Ripe-witted Naturaliſt poſitively 
determines, that the common Phoe- 
nomenon- of Gravity i impoſſible to 
be explain'd by any natural operation of 


* Enchirid. Metaphyſ. Cap. 11. + Mr. Lock con- 
cerning Education, 
G 4 Mat- 
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94 Some Thoughts concerning 


Matter, or any other law of Motion but 
the poſt 1tve Will of a Superiour Being, 
ſo ordering it. And there 1s Jately 
riſen in our Horizon another Bright 
Philoſophick Luminary , from 
whom we may expect. Great Diſ- 
coveries : 1t iS his frank Acknow- 
ledgment that this wonderful Pro- 
perty of Bodies, wherevy the World 
1s tied and linkd cn and all 
things 1n 1t are kept irom running 
back into their Firſt Chaos and 
Confuſion, and which conſequent- 
ly Is neceſſary for the welfare, yea 
the very ſubſiſtence of the Univerſe, 


is ſupernatural. * No power, laich 
he, of mere Nature can produce it : it 


ſurpaſſes all the Mechaniſm of Matter. 
Andn ſeveralother Inſtances which 
might be offer'd, there may be ſeen 
a deſpair of reſolving the nature of 
them by material Cauſes wholly, 


* Dr. Wedward's Nat. Hift. of the Earth, Part ' 


No 


_ the Cauſes of Atheiſm. og 

| No meaner a Perſon than* DoCtor 
Lower (who was voted by all the 
Faculty to be one of the moſt Ac- 
compliſh d Anatomiſts of this Age) 
1mputes the wonderful Motion of the 
Heart, and -the Circulation of the 
Blood, to a Divine and Supernatu- 
ral Cauſe. He who was as well 
Skill d as any Man in the Fabrick of 
the Parts and Veſſels of the Body, 
and knew all the Springs of their 
ACtions and Operations, was of 
opinion, that theſe could not be 
ſolv'd by any ordinary Principle. 
I mention this only to let the Rea- 
der ſee that ſome of the Braveſt and 
Wiſeſt Philoſophers are forward 
to own a Divine Hand even in the 
Common Works of Nature. They 

do not think is below a Man 5 
. Philoſophy to reſolve ſome things 
into al an Immaterial Principle. For 
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96 Come Thoughts Concerning 
a Pious and Chriſtian Philoſopher 
may plainly: diſcern that there are 
ſome things above the Efforts of 
Matter and Motion. 

It cannot be denied ( whatever 
ſome are pleasd to fay to the con- 
crary ) that we live in as Learned 
Times as ever have been extant. All 
Arts and Sciences are umproved eyen 
to a Prodigy ; and particularly the 
Acceſſions which are made to Phi- 
loſophy are very great and aſtoniſh- 
ing. But yet I muſt needs concur | 
with that very Thoughtful and In- 
gentous Gentleman before cited, 
who hath moſt truly told the 
World, that * without the notion and 
allowance of Spirits our Philoſo 
will be- KF fo defefive opts 
man park of It, when t leaves out 
the Contemplation of the moſt Excel- 
lent and Powerful part of the Crea- 


* Concerning Education, 


(10n, 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 97 
tony Viz. thoſe Immaterial Beings. 
And herein he follows all the 
Great and Renowned Philoſophers 
of our Ape, eſpecially thoſe of our 
own Country, as Dr. More, Sir 
Matthew Hale, Dr. Wills, Mr. 
Boyle, Mr. Ray, &c. who pretend 
not to ſolve all things m Philoſo- 
phy by mere Natural Cauſes, who 

look not upon Man as a piece of 
_ Clockwork, but have frequent re- 
courſe to thoſe Springs and Cauſes 
which are Spiritual and Incorpo- 
real, and ſometimes to the 1mme- 
diate hand of the Almighty Him- 
ſelf. To conclude then, let not 
the ineſtimable Bleſſing of Know- 
ledge and Learning which 1s ſo pe- 
 culuar to this Age, make us forget- 
ful of the Grand Source and Spring 
of all operations and effects in Na- 
cure. Let us beware of thoſe men 
who aſcribe all the _— 
che 
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the world to the power of the mo- 
dified ,matter, -and will- leave no- 
thing for God.to do himſelf. Nei- 
ther let us: think- that ro Philoſo- 
phize is tojar with the Sacred Wri- 
tings, and to deny the very Natu- 
ral. Hiſtory. of it. The Scofters 
at a Deity. neyer had a more hope-- 
ful Harveſt then ſince theſe Noti- 
ons have prevaild. By this means. 
1t--comes to paſs Hd Philoſophy, 
which 1s the Study of Wiſdom, af- 
fronts the T:rueſt and Higheſt Wi. 
dom; and: even Natural Phileſ phy, 
which 1s one of the Choiceſt Ac- 
compliſhments of: humane minds, 
leads men even'to the'denial of che 
Author of Nature. - 

No wiſe! man will. diſapprove 
of a Latitude either. in, Philoſophy, 
or in the dubious and controverted 
Points of Theology; but-then here 
he muſt be pon his guard, for 
there 
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there are thoſe that under the pre- 
rence of throwing oft ſome preca- | 
r10us things in the Old Philoſo- 
phy, and diſcarding the empty Spe- 
culations of the Schools caft off 
thoſe Principles which are uſeful 
and found : under the notion of the 
Advancements of Arts and Sciences, 
and the Improvement of the belles 
{ettres, and carrying Learning up 
to a greater heighth, they in the 
mean time help to pull thele down. 
Eſpecially in Religion, under the 
colour of ſearching further than 0- 
 thers have done into Divine mat- 
ters they abandon ſome of the 
choiceſt Principles : under the pre- 
. text of Reaſon and Good Senſe 

they obrrude any New Conceir 
upon the world, and regard not 
the ſuffrage of che Holy Scrptures 
or of the Primitive Church. This 
they call a Rational Relrgion, and if 


you 
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you offer any thing againſt ic, they 
cry it down as a Dream, a Romance, 
a Fable, a Phantom, an Hobgoblin, 
and ( which is a word which they 
think comprehends all the reſt ) 
Prieft-craft. 
And here I might obſerve that 
mong the Opinions which lead 
' Atheiſm, the denial of Demons 
and Witches, which * of late hath 
ſo much orevail d, is none of the 
leaſt. For beſides thar chis is an 
open defiance - to unqueſtionable 
Hiſtory, Experience and matter of 
Fact, and ſo introduces the worſt 
ſort of Scepticiſm / which is the 
high-way to Atheiſm) it is evident 
that this ſupplants the belief of 
Sprritual Bemgs or Subſtances : for 
Witchcraftc and all Diabolick Tran(- 
aCtions are disbeliev d on the ac- 


"Mr. Hobbs Leviath, has. J4- Mr. Webſter Dif vlay 
of ſu R_ Witchcraft. Dr. Becker's Enchanted World. 


count 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 101 


count of the improbability, if not 
impoſſibility .of Sperits. So that 
it 18 plain the rejeCting of the being 
and commerce of Dzmons or In- 
fernal Spirits opens a door to the 
denial of the Deity, of which we 
can no otherwiſe conceive than that 
it 1s an Eternal Spirit. 

There aro Other Dofrines which 
advance Atheiſm, and may be reck- 
ond among the Dangerous Luxu- 
riances of theſe Inquiſitive Times. 
Such 1s the vilifying of the Hebrew 
Text of the Old Teftament, the 
proclaiming it to be faulty and er- 
Toneous, in order to eſtabliſhing 
the & eventy s Verfzon as only Authen- 
tick. Such is the building the 
Authority of the Books of the Old 
Teſtament on the pretended inſp1- 
ration of certain Publick Scribes or 
Notaries among the Zews, in 1mi- 
ration of ſuch among the Eg agg 

the 


102 Come Thoughts concerning 
the avouching that the . Leaves of 


Volumes on which thoſe Books were 


wrote are miſplaced and put out of 
order ; the profeſſed declaring that 
the Canonical Books are not the ſame 
thar they were ar firſt, but chat 
ſeveral words and paſſages are left 
out. All mere Fiction and Con- 
ceit, unworthy of ſo Excellent a 
Genius as F. S's. Such allo is the 
maintaining that the greateſt part 
of the Relzgious Rites and Conſtitutt- 
ons which God himlfelf ſerrled a- 
mong the ews were a Tranſcript 
of thoſe that were in uſe among 
the Jdolatrous Pagan Nations, and 


that the All -- Wiſe Lawegiver 


borrow'd thoſe immediately from 
theſe. The two former of theſe 
Attempts null the Authority of the 
Sacred Writings, and the laſt of 
them diſparages not only them bur 
the Bleſled Founder of the Jewiſh 


Oeco- 


Oecconomy. I ſpeak not this as if 
any of theſe Opinions can be thought 
to be 1rue Reaſons on which a 
man. may ground his diſeſteem. of 
the Scriptures, or. of the Holy Do- 
Ctrines containd in them, or of the 
Sacred Inditer of them ; for they 
are the Sentiments bur of a very 
few, and of thoſe whoſe Learning, 
though it was exceeding great, had 
not wholly conquer d their Prequ- 
dice, or freed them from Miſappre- 
henſtons in ſome things. I cannot 
charge them with any direct deſign 
of favouring the Cauſe of Atheiſm, 
| but 1]-diſpoſed men have made uſe 
of their Notions to that purpoſe. 
Wherefore, as-we value the Repuz 
ration of our Religion, and the 


Honour of the Divine Author of 
it, let us be careful that we fplit 


not upon any of theſe Rocks, nor 


endanger our ſelves on any of the 


H Shallows 
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Shallows before mentiond, and 
thereby make Shipwrack of our 
Faith and Holy Profeſſion, or fo 
endanger our ſelves that we can 
hardly be brought oft again. 
1 might in the laſt place take no- 
tice of a Plauſible Conceit which 
hath'been growing up to a conſ1de- 
rable time, and now hath the for- 
tune to come to ſome maturity. 
Not to ſpeak of its reception, ( if 
not its birth ) among ſome Forezgn 
Authors, chiefly Socimans, it ſeem- 
ed among our ſelves to be favour'd 
by that Learned, but Wavering, 
Prelate who writ the Liberty of Pro- 
pheſymg, and afterwards by another 
of his Order who compos d * The 
Naked Truth. Lately it hath been 
revived by the Author of the Naked 
Gopel- and {ince more particularly 
fully and diſtinctly it hath been 
7 Y Chap. t. Concerning the Articles of oe 

; main- 
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maintain'd by the'ate Publiſher of 
the Reaſonableneſs of Chri ftranity, as 
delrver d m the Scriptures. He gives 
it 'us over and-over again in theſe 

formal words, ' viz. that nothing is 
required to be believid by any Chriſttan 
man but this, that Jeſu? is the Meſſrah. 
He contends that there is no other 
Article of Faith neceſlary to Salva- 
tion; this 1s a Full. and Perfect 
Creed, and no perſon need concern 
Himſelf in any! other. This takes 
up abour three quarters of his book, 
' for he goes through the Hiſtory of 
the Evangeliſts and the 4s of the 
Apiſiles, according to the order of 
Time (as he thinks) to ge an 
account of'this Propoſition. Bur 
yet this Gencleman forgor, or ra- 
ther wilfully omitted a "pin and 
obvious pallage 1 in one of the Evan- 
' peliſts, Go' reath all nations, bapti- 
<ix them in the name of the Father, 
H 2 and 
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and of the Son, and of the Holy Gboſt, 
Mat.28, 19. From which it is plain, 
that. all Proſelices to Chriſtianity, 
all that are adult Members of the 
Chriſtian Church, - muſt be taught, 
as well as baptized, into the Faith 
of the Holy Trimty, Father, Son, 
and - Holy Ghoſt. "And if they 
muſt be taught this Doctrne (which 
_ & the peremptory Charge and Com- 
miſhon here given to the Apoſtles, 
Go teach, &c.) then it 1s certain that = 
they muſt believe ; ic, for this Teach- 
ing is in order to Belief. This 
will be denied by none, I ſuppoſe, 
and conſequently more 1s required 
ro be. believed by Chriſtian..men, 
and Members, of. Chriſt's Church, 
than that Jeſus is the Meſſiah. You 
ſee iris part of the Evangelical 
Faith, and ſuch as is neceſſary, ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, to, make one a 
Meier of the. Chriſtian Church, , 


co 
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to believe a Trinity in Unity in the 
; Godhead; or, 16 plainer terms, that 
though God is ; One as to his Eflence 
and Nature, yet there are Three 
Perſons in that Divine Eflence, arid 
that theſe Three Perſons are really 
the One God : 'for we cant ima- 
gine that Men and Women ſhould 
be required to be baptized into the 
Faith and Worſhip of any bur the 
Only True God. This Epitomi- | 
zer of the Evangelical Writings left 
out alſo that famous Teſtimony in 
John 1. x. In the beginning was. the 
Word ( Chriſt Jeſus) and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 
Whence we are obliged to yield aſ- 
 fent''to this Article, that Chriſt ts 
the word of God. And there is add- 
ed in Verſe 14. another indiſpenſa- 
ble Point of Faith, viz. thar the 
word was made Fleſh, 1 e. that God 
was Incarnate, the ſame with 1 Tim. 

H 3 ;, Io; 


103 Come Thoughts concerning 


K 16. God manifeſt m the Fleſh. 
And it follows in ghe ſame Verſe. 
of this firſt Chapter of St. Jobn, 
- that this YVord is the only begotten, of. 
the Father ; whence we are bound 
to believe the Eternal, though .in- 
effable, Generation of the Son Do God. 
Our Author likewiſe takes no no- 
tice that we are commanded to be- 
[reve the Father and the Fon, Joh, 14- 
| 10, 11. and that the Sou 1s mn the 
Father, and the. Father in the Sang 
which expreſſes their Unity, © This 
is made an Article of Toh by our 
Saviour's particular and exprels 
Command. And. other eminent 
parts-of Chriſtian Belief this Writer 
_ paſſes by, without. having, any. re- 
gard to thew, and yet. pretends .t9 
preſenc the World with a Compleat 
and Entire Account of all: that. is 
the matter of our- Faith, under the 
Goſpel, Ths cannot. but ſeem ve- 


iy 
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ry ſtrange and unaccountable. to 
any man of - deliberate Thoughts, 
and who expects Sincerity from a 
Writer who makes ſome fhew of 
"Mo i» 

- But this 15 not all ; this Learn- 
ed Gentleman, who with ſo much 
induſtry amaſles together Quotati- 
ons out of. the GoFpels and the As 
of. the *4poſtles, yet 1s not pleas d to 
proceed to the Ep:f/es, and to give 
an Account of them as he did of the 
others ; though the: Epiſtles are as 
conſiderable a part of the New Te- 
ſtament as the Gofþels and the 4s, 
and the Pen-men-of them were e- 
qually inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Can there be any Reaſon given of 
this partial dealing? Yes, it 1s-moſt 
evident to-any thinking and conſi- 
derate. perſon that he purpoſely 0- 
mics the Ep:ſtolary VVritings of the 
Apoſtles becauſe they are fraught 

7 "4 4 with 
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with Other Fundamental Dof@rimes 
befades: that One which he menti- 
ons. © There we are inſtructed con- 
_ cerning theſe Grand Heads of Chri- 
{tian Divinity, v:z. the Corrupti- 
on and Depeneracy of Humane Na- 
ture, with the True Original of it 
(the Defection of our Firlt Parents) 
the Propagation of Sin and:Morta- 
lity, our Reſtoration' and: Reton- 
ciltation by. Chriſt's Blood';"'the 
Eminency and Excellency” of his 
Priefthood ,* the Efficacy : of his 
Death; che-full *SatisfaCtion. rhere- 
by:\made to the Divine Juſtice, - and 
-his" being made':an All-ſufficient 
Sacrifice for Sin. Here are pecu- 
liar Diſcoveries concerning Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs , - and our Juftifi- 
cation; by 1t , "concerning Electi- 
on, Adoption, ' Santification , or 
the New Birth; and particularly 
*$qving Faith, which 1s ſo. ſignal 
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a part of it. Here the Nature of 
the Goſpel, and the New Cove- 
nant, the Riches of God's Mercy 
in the way of Salvation by Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, the Certainty of the Reſur- 


rection of Humane Bodies, and of 
the Future Glory, are fully diſplay- 


ed. Theſe are the Matters of Faith 


contain d in the Eprfiles, and they 
are eflential and integral parts of 
the Goſpel it ſelf : and therefore it 
15 no wonder that our Author, be- 
ing ſenſible of this, would not 
vouchſafe' to give us an Abſtract 
of theſe Inſpired Writings, but 


paſſes them by with ſome Con-_ 


tempt. And more eſpecially ( if I 
may conjecture) he doth this be- 
cauſe he knew that there are ſo ma- 
ny and Frequent, and thoſe ſo 1]- 
Iuſtrious and eminent Atteſtations 
to the Doctrine of the ever to be 
Adored Trimity in theſe Epiſtles. 
© Nor 
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Nor is;this any uncharitdble cons: 
 jecture,, as 'the Reader may eaſily 
latisfie himſelf if he ;takes notice 
that this Writer interprets the Sor 
of, God to be no more than the Meſ- 
frah : he expounds fobn! 14. 9. &c. 
after” the. Antitrinitarian | mode ; 
whereas generally Divines under- 
ſtand ſome. part of thoſe words 
concerning the Divinity of our Sa- 
viour. He makes Chriſt and Adam 
_ to be the Sons of God-1n the ſame 
ſenſes, viz. by their Birth, as the 
Revoviews generally - do; 2nd ſo he 
4nterprets ; Luke 1. 35. Joby 8: 26; 
according to their Standard. When 
he proceeds to mention the Advan- 
tages and Benefits of Chriſt's Coming 
into the world, and appearing in 
the fleſh, he hath not one ſyllable 
of his Satisfying for us, or by his 
Death purehaſing Life and Salva- 
tion, or any thing that ſounds like 
If, 


the Cauſes of Atheiſm. 113 


ir. This-and ſeveral other. things 
which might be offered to the 
Reader , ſhew that he is all over 
Socinianized ; and moreover that 
his deſign was. to exclude the belief 
of the Fleſſed Trinity in this Under- 
taking , of his,. viz, to prove that 
the \ Mia's of Chriſt to be the 
Meſhah is t : only Point of Faith 
that is neceſſary and ſaving. All 
the other Articles and Doctrines 
muſt fall a ſacrifice to the Darling 

Notion _ of the Antitrinitarians ; 
namely that Chriſt is not the True 
God, and coeſſential with his Fa- 
cher. For the fake of this one Point 
they are all: diſpatch'd out of the 
world, and are made by him Mar- 
tyrs to. this Cauſe. One could 
ſcarcely umagine that a perſon of 
Ingenuity. and 'Good Senſe ſhould 
go this way to work. Which en- 
clines me to think that the Inge- 


nious 
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njous Gentleman who is ſuppos'd 
by ſome fo be the Author of this 
'Treatife is not really fo. I am apt 
to believe that the walls; is impos d 
upon in this matter, for in this 
: preſent Attempt there are none of 

thoſe "Noble. Strokes which are vi- 
fible in that Perſon's Writings, and 
which have juſtly gaind him a fair 
repute. Thar Vivacity of thought, 
that Elevation of mind, that Vein 
of Senſe and Reaſon, yea and of | 
Eloctition too which runs chrough 
his Works - are all extinct. here : 
only he begins as twere to recover 
himſelf about the Cloſe when he 
comes t6' ſpeak of the Laws of 
Chriſtian Morality. Some - may 

attribute *this F Jatneſs to' the II! 
_ Cauſe he manages'; but for my 

part, I queſtion whether we have 
the right Author, I cant perſwade 
my ſelf bur thar there is an Error 


of 
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of the Perſon : at leaſt I will cha- 
ritably preſume ſo, becauſe 1 have 
ſo good an opinion of the Gentle. 
man who writ of Humane Under- 
franding and Education. 

Burt what 18 the ground of the 
foreſaid Aſlertion ? What makes 
him contend for One Single Arti- 
cle, with the Exclufion of all the 
reſt ? He pretends it is this, that 
| all men ought to underſtand their 
Religion. And I agree with him 
in ths but I ask him, may. not a 
man underſtand thoſe Articles of 
Faith which I mention'd out of the 
Goſpel and Epiſtles, if they be ex- 
plain'd to him, as well as that One 
which he ſpeaks of 2 Why then 
muſt there be but One Article, 
and no more 2 But he, notwith- | 
NRanding this, . goes on, and . urges 
that there muſt be nothing in Chrt- 
ſtianity that 1s not plain, .and ex- 

' actly 
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a&ly level to all mens Mother-wit 
and common apprehenſion. For 
* God: confidered the poor” of the world, 
and the bulk of mankind : the C briſts- 
an Religion 1s ſuited to vulgar capaci- 
ties, and hath only * ſuch Articles 
as the- labouring and illiterate man may 
comprehend. The Writers and Wran- 
glers' m Relrgton fill it with Niceties, 
and dreſs it up with Notuons, ( VIZ. 

the Trinity, Chriſt's Satisfaction, 
_&) HY they make neceſſary and 
fundamental parts of it. But the bulk 
of mankind have not leiſure for Learn- 
mg and Logick - and therefore rhere 
muſt | be''no ſ{uch-doftrine as that 
concerning the Trinity, the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, and the like, 
which are above che capacity and 
comprehenſion of the V ulgar. And 
in the Entrance of hisbook he hath 
the ſame 1 ak for he tells us 5 that 


the 
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the Scriptures are a colleftion of wri- 


tings deſigned by God. for the mnſtrufti- 


on of the literate bulk of mankind, 
(for he 'is much taken with his 


phraſe, you ſee, the bulk of mankind) 


' whereby he underſtands the Tgno- 


rant and Unlearned Mulcitude, the 


Mob, as he calls it 1n another place. 
Surely this Gentleman 1s afraid of 


Captain Tom, and 1s going to make 


a Religion for his Myrmidons : 
and to pleaſe them he gives them 
as little of this kind as he poſhbly 
can, he contracts all into One Ar- 
 ridle ,and will trouble them with no 
more. Now then the ſum of all 


that he aims at is this, that we muſt 


not have any Point of DoCtrine 
whatſoever in” our Religion that 
the Mb doth not at the very firſt 
naming 'of it perfectly underſtand 


and agree to. We are come to a 


fine paſs indeed : the Venerable 


Mob 
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Mob muſt be ask'd what we muſt 
believe: and nothing muſt be re« 
ceivd as an Article of Faith but 
what thoſe 1Illiterate Clubmen vote 
_ to be ſuch. * The Rabble. are no 
Syſtem-makers 4 mio Creed-makers ; 
and therefore away with Syſtems 
and Creeds, and let us have but 
One Article, chough it be with 
the defiance of all the reſt, which 
are of equal neceſſity with that 
One. 

Towards the cloſe of his En- 
terpriſe he hath a fling ( and that 
a Shrewd one }) at the Deſſenters, 
telling them chat * therr Congregati- 
ons and their Teachers underſtand not 
the C ontroverſies at this time ſo warm- 
ly manag d among them. Nay the 
Teachers them elves | have been 
 pleasd co make him their Confeſlor, 
and ro acknowledge to him that 


* Page 303; 


they 
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 abindeſtandind the differ emoeinde- 
Batt! beropean them" WI y* 2) becauſe 
rhey: (as well:as:rhe Confortniſts/) 
have ObſeuretNorions andSpecu- 
tariony?: fachioe fuſtificatimn,> che 
: Tvallity; \) attfaBion, "Ste." eevins chin 
_ dl-:the” bulk-of lib! afe-:vunae- 
| hoainted wg : Whereas Religion 
Should haveinoDifficukicsiand:Ny- 
ftevies/ir} it.'i The very Manner of 
. overysrhing ih *Chriftiadicy. muſt 
be clear; hd intelligible; '/ EVEry 
ln o{tbſt: the:: :preſently compre- 
hended: 'by'che' weiketh noddle; _ 
_ blf6 it's to pirt' of Religion, 's 
_-eily of 0 panty, es, _ 
_ (aalfdithe® Myſtery  Gullinſs: -but 
_ this being in che'-Epiſtles, K/is-n0 
 Prear miarrer' ;; Ware not'to:tmind 
what rey ſay. SOPUIN GT 
\ Thysiwe-ſee- whit is the! 'Ren- 
for why. he reduces- all Behef'1 ro 
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2Nt ] chat 


A hos rl Maia. Poimemtick 
_{produchd were:nat{hs:rafuly learts 


ets 


_—_ > WAI». cap te gee Ore nt C4 3g, ets een n— _ _ = 
ctr ieeoenn des. 
- D——m—__ 


and. agen ſtood. as; \This-3:35 16 there 
were any tliing -more- difhculs;11 

this: :Prapo ſus G'CThe- | athers, 
SemandHoly Y: t.ate Ons G0, 
or: Fs3be. Nature ]:than :njthat 
athet-oJeſusasahe Maſbah 3 iT x0- 
ly 1th: there be; any{Difheultys; 13 I 
n;this:;latrer;:;for Here: is; an He- 
= woxt hirlkto be,explaig'd be- 
Mob: (-ashe' Tales. It; 
underſtand; the Propoſition. 
by, therefore. doch :this Author, 
-thinks-it abſurd *_t talk te. 


"van. 


bick tothe. Volear,: talk-Hebrew: to 
them ws ; unleſs he. be. of : 0 oP1n10N 


Cwhichino -body-elſe is" of-)-thar 
they underſtand this Languag e-bet- 
xerithits thats?,,Qr),- ſuppoſe he 
6elly the Rabble, tas Meſh Us == 
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ies: Amointed, what; then 2. Unleſs 
; he, ; explains. "chat word to them, 

It: 1s {til unincelligible., + So that 
' 16 appears hence-chat- this - Article 
which he hach. ſpent ſo. much time 
about, is no'more level, co the un- 
derſtanding_ of the V,ulgar then 
that of the Holy Trimty, yea i is 
not ſo much... 

* To conclude, this Geneleman 
and his, fellows. are reſolved to be 
Umntarians ; they are for One Arti- 
cle of -Faith,. as $6 as One Perſon 
in the Godhead ; and there 1 1s as 
much reaſon for. one as the other, 
thar is, rione at all. Bur it. doch 
nor become me . perhaps..co- pro- 
:nounce: this ſa peremprorily, and 

therefore I: appeal ro the Judicious 
and. Impartial Reader; deſiring 
him'to. judge; of what L have ſug- 

geſted, Bur this 1 will ſay, if 
cheſe Learned men were not highly 

T3 - pre- 


122 Sake Thin ncenin 
pre} judiced! and- prepokte . 
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Fla «iſcetn thefEvil -and-: 
E. chief of cheirAﬀſereivty : chey would 
perceive tharc when the Carholick 
Fatch is thus brought down to One 
Single Afticle, it'will ſoon be te- 
 Queed?/'t6-mone': the! Unit will 
dwindle into a Cypher,  *- #7 
The Proper Remedy here is to 
confider” that 1t-15 unlawful! * 4 
add unto; or- uiminiſh vught from: > 
Wrirten" Word : 'yea,' a Carſe ts 
threatried-apainſt choſe 'thar + ada 
fo Of take” wn from the: Scriptures; 
For if 'be eritiad, and deſerves 
a Curſe to deal chus with the book 
of Denteronomy or of the' Revelation, 
. *then by the ſame reaſor thoſe -rhat 
:ald- to of detraf# from 'any- other 
. part of the Holy. 'Seriptures- arc 
undeniably pwiley, and-dte-obnox- | 
ous to "the Divine! Vlagyes. »=] 
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hope. 
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hope ſuch a practiſe: whe {ater will 
ſerioul] y- think of ' it;''and-for the 
 fiitur© believe Giembires 'cOncern'd 
to\\embracei24tbrihe. nereſſaty and 
fundamencal:1Atticles of 'Baich, its 
wells One of them; : i tit + 
::fThus'1;have briefly /diſeeven'd 
the. Spring $a1sd Sources of Btbeifmn, 
and 1: hg endeavour & all*alorig 
(anete-orileſs:):to ſtop- them up, 
and: hinder -the ©current ofi them. 
 *Now,''foritheigloſe of:all;''let me 
addthiſe Hnferaicus from the-whole, 
150 'Þ We 'oughe to :bewail the 
Guradibg: "Atheiſm of 'irhis Age 
wherein we- hive: © Of: od Ph. 
-were?but: fews that openly. pro- 
ifeſsd>.it. ' Fhers are reckon up 
;falo-:ſeveral'i forts: or forms bf 'A- 
theifm: by alate* Learned! Wii- 
-CEnGOVIR. - " Sdn Divhocrt- 
was S$torcal,' 'Stwatomcal ,\ Me" yer 


P ets. ” Idedflettual $ $ en; COOge 
nd 1 3 there 


124 Some: hopghts "COnodd rig. 
there was ſcarcely: one of theſe-that 
was adownrightdenjing ofaGodt 
Somechave. given: agerdsy | Theuus: 
ras, Aiagurary thacle of: Atheiſts, 
and hay thoughsirheni.to be c_ 
Jutely ſuch :; butriothers;; uptin'a 

ſtrict kearch;- are of» doing] But 


they. deferv 6 nor. 'thar infarnous 
Nawes yea, they! find thari they 
were gicat. Allerters: gf:.a- Bw, 
The-faxſt of theſe was :avcuſed1raf 


Arheiſgi;;and bariſh'd;for/it. bythe 
Athenians; ; not that;hedetiedd fidd, 


bur becauſe he detied che Feigned 
Gods:af: his timey; whom che 41hs- 
-ntans had ſuch a —_ ence for.!;Tf 


ſecond!;paſles ifor an, Atheiſt 3 Dur 
thoſe; who. have nasrow]ly en 
into-things tell usg1thathe gdr ahar 
.Namgbecavſe hefpbke againfÞ>the 


-Tdolattous Workkup..of the Grea- 


4n5jx966d had a kindnels: (iti; pro- 
Pave} for: a0 Agr: Religions for 


being 
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Ws Abril with © the 
Jews” bf Albbaittris,. and had fon 
r\6tice © of the' Frye”! 6057 
chin 4's ' replited” an and "Gill bl. 
ſoft. an Agha Becauſe fie; d6ubc: 
ell' we - 
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wicked. To give this Great Man 
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ies nelſon oxi i 
MEINAry.. 0 x lls; ws,..t nt 
10 the. -Yeatathen ay WIE, Vo 
#628. flere, W48: avaſt; mukicude | 
ofithera.4n; France : Ft ap at 
leaft fil thouſand Atheiſts.in the 
City rear a5-thatgt tg; rnd:18 
pge houſe lamerimey g ddzentwee 

19,06 OD {A WArthy Anhaory. 
Pena 


; >gecaliory rh Faehtion 
before.s -AcQHBIACS 48-Oftabb5owD = 
haorgge; fat iAdhaitaiyres. 7. _ 
rf 9mmgh and) rampapt Ie: moſt - 
BR5t% Aly Iigtyy, i Ne: X01: Mention 
WMachrone (Redd rþlane,: \&e" \ 16::£dnngs. - 
by defied: ther Lau opeoly. de- 
clard:ang, prfets'd himſelf an-A- 
theft! 30doBice: -fo.iat::che Stake. 
Weed. [81Ar;8pt. Eo; \fuſpgſt thoſe 
WAP Fell as; thege-.dre-ſoancely arty. 
of this:Redwalzon' in- che. World, 
"os 5 DRE: SFares- that be | hath. 


pat FDI TOI 


n his Euro ec culuwn. & a E ay In a Lexer | 
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(aid 4 ; | | Ira- 


prn't> oh Comin yet el2 = 
Ver meth with any "hef 1 vDRb'22 
few'f-- -ahy ul Fi #oiſe" n-HLmbur © 
acainſt 'C Taps in* hp "Har; + . Aach 
and no'dthie& he; fariztes therks robe 
Bur to*comit f heater, Gr OWH Va 
_ tion hath! {ptoddecd es \mizny' of 
his kind)D Ever 4: this Civalind 
Chriftan'Pfbreſtivie Coutitry there 
aro thoſe Har areofeched with this 
Curſed fnfidelicy uid defic all RE = 
lrionad® God." 9 utique 
ſtionable "Provhi; chas deve 'are Hh 
this: preat0 City” of <e" Kingdors | 
conſtant! Cab ard ſſemblies of 
Profels4; Atheiſts; wWhkere xhey « ( 
bate-chiÞ)Gtear Poli of the” Ex Ry 
Aience of artnfiniei8plcs chit g6 
yeris the World;0an ha kicks Ne 
decerſnine mvihe Negative 1 Have 
Jometimelacoidenally happerid OW 
to'theiConmpatiy $6 handheld: DY- 
courfe-with ſome that acknowledge 
they lh to thar 'Society.;' and 


ot hey 
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they haveinot been aſhamed to} DW 
whatever: 8idane in ir. - Mei Hobbes | 
is: their \Grear- Maſter and Fawgi: 
ver. iÞ fmd:char-they-pay 'n' huge 
xeverence:tohiin.' If chey/acknow: 
ledgerany: Devike: Thmg,' 18 1$iHe; TE 
they. ownoany Scriptures, (they: art 

his] Writings. (The Language that I 
latdly niet with from the mouth of = 


ONE; "chat was, 'E ſuppoſe; @ Well 


titer (acrerding} to his $oof\ abili- / 
_ jj }:to:'Mr.:bDbbes's (Mathematichs, 
was this, His Lzvatban- is the beſt 
Book 1n he: wirld: next- 0 the Bibles: 
ide hinſes iþ mai a" Man of great Prety, 
and is ſpoken. .againſ#. x wg the 
;Pinefsia Aga rome eel: Ws 
{this man fhitakiitheiſenſe of the x 
heed li inPricf but homies 
-Roligion: 2þS@ they would: have'a Bj- 

Hleand-Biag wichour theſe; .which 
48 as: hanthyas;-to fa Jt wee 
have ricither: of chemi. But undead 


and mari had away of: being foms- 
97 thing 


v 


489 Sonit Ahh dil 
thing-mbse:plavfible than his Feb 
1af'would: ronchfafe to min 


lows 


tion. lt Biblaand\Precyy and theres 
yiSeem eioewtrendllen 6f ſarh 
al ne _ wg yy e Wont key 


3þ may! 6 ply, vii 
ge. hey wh.dentdo what 
agreed; ani ao" mito 
Albſh Inſite Gowpas 69 it(hall 
þe.queſtionid my al\Porſoh be 
d Gon \He\. dork aot? ave 

oaſs-of lisibein - Hay Pb 


D deft Bri qples;: abt 
© ati oninerreio 


. piagei 
=_ ed \Ing} 
bs _ 1010proOf dn rk Rv- 
:imbr:aMawrofc Plc This 
nent and:Petfwalion of 
_— to Naciogii wood 
je rh yan of bat Nanvirh; 
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the Oatiſes of Arheifins +31 
yew; -F rather: heartily wiſle!that 
what - have! faid"'on' this evaſion 
might receive 2"Confarariors. + But 
it is too vide thacÞ Ipeaktthuth ; 
it'iS too manifelt to be denied that 
rhere” ate every where: conffdetable 
 rambers/ of 'men who fly t tes 
riounce the Ekiſterice of God: Du 
ids Acheift was modeſt; and on. 
ly ſaid in his "Heart, There is #6'God'; 
on which actount ſome Atheiftical 
Spirirs now-a-days may think-per- | 
aps he deferved! the Title: of: Fool 
which-che Pſalemiſt gives him." Bur 
theſe countichemfelves a P:ſer rank 
of  Arheifts,Þeceuſe they [2 hes 
with their henhs, ; ind ſpeak aloud, 
audibly proclaiming their- Opinion, 
-and' being very zealous £9 ati Pro- 
fſelytes row. 
__ 4. Eetus abborthe Gotwerſs Ri 
 Spciery-of thoſe Perſons wiiom' we 
know to be'of this Charatet: Arid 
vp they are very. COMmonizevery 


where. 


= Ki FOO: 


* *% 


where) Ioi is; \ooligiagns to te how 


ey daily efcreaſe;,'Fhere js ſcarce- 
lya Toawi:wherethere We not lome 


number. Do not miſtake me. There 
_ are. ſome delyded. People who are 


ſure all as. 4theiſtschat-are 


- that; may. juſtly: be, reckon'd-in this 


of:xheir. way., The * Primitive 


Chriſtian \were, thus ſtigmatized, 
and hually called. by Fwy name be- 
cauſe; they did not comply. with the 


Fagan: Worſhip, and Ufages. : If's 


man. diſcourles;: ; Not, according to 
ſome mens fond Notions.and Bigo- 
eiſms.s, if he. ſpeaks againſt their 


fu perſtirious Prafkiges,- he preſent- 


Y, ach this Brand ſer. pon him. 


s. ; and H Hpoerites that hold net 
the ſame Principles with. theraſelyes. 
Yea, if a man'be.a great; Student in 
_ Philoſgphy., ſome. weaker. People 
ifnay | be apt. to fix chis Chace A 
Vans __ Matt, Apol, 4.' | 


ln, 


 lini//As(| heretofore: all that. had 
$ktl:1n Mithematicks:wers faid ard 
thought toadeal in Art Magick ; (6 
40. the: opinion: of- ſome. at this day 
men. of- great Art: and: Learning ate 
voted) :theiÞe:-by chem,” and almoſt 
every; -Phyj«cian; hath this: Cenſure | 
paſt;onhim by. men:of:weak minds. 
Pur -I hope @ an ofithoſe :I now 
ſpeak:to are eſo unwile:and' weak, or 
_ arileaft not:ſo incharitable and cet 
Jorious: as:to. beftow this Ignomini- 
ous Epicher. on thoſe'to:whonr it 
doth not; belong. By: an | 4therft: of 
'a perſor-yery. much diſpoſed! to! be 
ſo, I mean;ane that;hath:an Enmi- 
ty. to. the very [notion of:a Divine 
Infinite Being, a Supreme Immate- 
tial Subſtance, that is the Soveraign © 
. Author: of [Nature, and-:che Firſt 
'Cauſoi of: all things;: from whom 
All. chirigs vere, and 0n: whom they 
depends! iL-rean- ſuch a.one-as owns | 
m9. Allegigrioe to this: Divine Ruler 


Ts | and 


Wat: "Kor, Gnoadgcs, ts 
Juice 06 God che-Qurertiment 
of alÞthings: he ſpeaks lyrtverencly 
of -ath thav-appermins) coiRobipion 
and: Godlifnefs: he-laughs! dt the 
profound: Myſterics0hnds ſublime | 
Doctrinescof: Chriftahicy: the ers: 
deavours rn -$oG ditnineſv: tht 
1m-of Sacred rants lyen,*! 
will be) jeſtingand.doo rr Ne rn 
if he hiath-any * Talohreahuy wiag;1 If 
he: be oper-hitavredpiundinor upoh 
this Reſerve, thewilboelt chenvehar 
oninzemarolngaribaof L 
iick Heads: ie ole, 
and: co:ketprhe World in good6h- 
der: Heris:ong thar blaſts Relbol- 
on withitheignomjnives Tithe 6 
Popular Chear,>ahd: Tibourstoqee- 
moan adartaa cz 
| do 
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you find thefe+ Charatters in any 


perion, you-may-conclude-without 
breach of Chareys that - he is ar 


And it is tha Cottipany of ſuch 
hes 1 exhort, you to beware of, and 
whally to avoid. --It is almoſt incre- 
dible that ſuch great numbersſhould 
be every day. [el away. with this 1g- 
7, Fate, and . plungd! into Bogs 
and Mire, never to be-pluck'd out 
 thetice. Therefore take heed whar 
Society you mingle your: ſelves with 
in this Dangetous Age. Sitnot wich 
the known. Deſpiſers of God and 
Religion, for! they will-infentibly 
inſtill heir poiſon into-you: By fre- 
quent affociating with them you 
Will learn to reſemble them. Where- 
fore fly from them as: frort a Ser- 
pent; and be not. prevaild with by 
any Entreaties or Threats to hold 
Correſpondence with them, Affute 
Jour Jares of this, that the Title of 

K  Athiiſ 


x regs pens FE 
Dizeftable-one-imaginabley'chough 
forne- of late; who! gloty-cin*Eheir 
ſhame entertain other Th ; 
Nay, ſome of theſe:Pevſons ſeri to 
te parthy ſenſible of it;:ariÞ Chan 
chernaineintothat bf Deiſt; At this - 
day Atheiſm ir {elf-is Alily call d!Dbs 
ih by thoſe that indetd are th Lo 
Though they retain-the, thing,” yet 
they. would: diſguiſe it by" a/ le 
Name, and thereby: hide ths (Hei- 
nouſneſs of it. = let us 'noti be 
deceived and: blinded-by-pretenided- 
Shews, bur chroughly "apprehend 
thei'V tleneſs of this Opinion which 
ſome endeavour to: palliatel' !I& is a 
very:denyingithe Creed-of ' Nature, 
16:18 a-Renuntiation' of: that-which 
the very-Devils beheve, and trem- 
ble ac; Ie briefly: but fully repre- 
ſented 1 1n-Sti'Cyprean Ss words, *T bis 
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( faith 


WM Sb 16%, > af ohiſe TAR Ie rrp 
fa p44 fully refuſe eto achuorpled Ee: Hem 
whots they” cannot: be i ignorant of. - "'F0 
their own Beings'and Natures fur 
niſh' theiowith' Arguments for'a 
Jed 5and”:if they *d1d nebiobſtt- 
narely” ſhut their" 6YESz they (muſt 
needs:behold &Deity: 'Thetefore to 
be" :4theifts;” off Ne Got> mn- "the 
world | (as the*Apoſtle peaks) can- 
not butibe © 2 Great Prodigy; 183 
Uhaceountable almoſt (if 'the De- 
geveracy- of -Mankind 'were nor f 
Feat abit 1s Y that: che Worlg IC (elf 
ory *\nbE" ademni ſer” £9 rtvbris 
Thoy Eos C Colyrictive nk 
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to. ny our nba ps Company. 9k 
thaſe.,men who OW. 
fected wath this, h 


- 3-65 labgueitp NS" 
{dyes and. others @ prota! ond\Senſd 
of chat: (Great God: withirbo re 
have to-do. Generally pr pelegr = 
of a Deity.is from; CuſtomandEdb 
Aiany becauſe. iti i rhe) Perfywalien 
ut; they Place -and..the :Pexions:we 
conyerls; wth +butavedboultiadr 
COAFERD QUT - Joly: v1 16h-4þ4,0Þut | 
arriyexo che-Kyowledge ofthecrus 
Grows, Wd.- Reafoyd! ofthis; Babel. 
Seeing: this is; .the,Hirſt:4hing.do 


Religiqny, ang. #9,Mlan can ite A 


Jidnen hens if 4 9d;cletinkforifc 
 ourMfinds again THEL rot 
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Bbi { v7 Bag, Wi kis/Kint 
= lnflabicable Patnciples. 


-:But; ſpectrally: view: Kc: 7 orks 


of the Caeation, ani perſucdoyayr 


ſelves of &his; ghat Mazerial World 
wichout;andmmateridl Gauſe of.it, 
1s: mee. Nariſeſe. - Lok : abroad 

 8nd:bebold: the Heavens ad .uhe 
Earth}, and all the \Furniture;-of 
 them.4/thereyoumay!believe a; Dei- 
- $4,.b&cauſe you do.as”twere ;ſee'it. 
_ Fhe Groupnh made vilthle by chis 
Works Eyery:ching.1n theSoalible 
| World as: ani; :Image,: a PiCture, ,a 


ds! errno i yLE Stheds © * Tho. Conrpa- 


p i Meller. r Athegfonra ,devi 
-. Are; 
Tak 


far. contr. Atheos. Dc. 


ber e. T1i/on,. (naw 
Dr Cudworth, Dr,Parrow. 


AISaiiixu@/! Plato. -... 


of Con Cant. 


Foot-. 


hicectand: \ nx ogy Abe which 
I-ſhall give-the' Reader/aiparticulail 
Demonſtration ina! fhivrt.' Hime; 
And-chat you'tnay effecudllyiey THe 
pate Atheiliwour of) your minds 
nthy' peboſe che*H7"|Scripture. 

ead God: mi his own Book, Thers: 
wu will certainly inform Jour ſelves 
concerning the Supzribovn ice-'of 
Spiricualor ImmateridbAg rits, Vi Ni 
| Angels, which-makes w F 'for ch& { 
Belief: of ia Godly Whois: aeSpirit, 
There" your will: meet? with: thoſe - 
Wonderful: Operarions Avd-Fvencs 
which can itio:'ways berfolv Mwith- 
our printing'i an 'Oninipdcentand | 
All-wike Diſpofer of things-''''And 


there” you, wall” fing als. d preme ? 
Qorerpaue. of | the-W , etl commu: 
nicating his: V "Ml an r6:80. 


Mankind, ; 6: TT DE arie 


Fa Atheiſm: I48 
t-R ſor: (and [ might have 
nentioH'd it!'among the reft-) why 
rien. 46" ſo! difpoſed to be dtbeiſte, 
5 bectule chey | never, | or. very fel- 
domi;-conſyle this Holy: Volume: 
they: refiiſe. to : hear. God: Himſelf 
ſpeaking/tothem in theſe Writings. 

Wherefore I'recommend to you the 
ſerious'and; frequent reading-of the 
Bible /as' the moſt effeftual means 
ro:confirm: you: in the Belief of a 
Deiy.' Aflure your ſelves that this 
_ 45'the beſt Antidote _ 


wo miſe 0 4 


4 dad Laſtly, Labous to be tru- 
ly. Re 1gious and Holy; beg the 
Divine Aſſiſtance to fanctific you 
in- your; Hearts and' Lives ; and 
thereby you wall be let into the in- 
cimate knowledge of this Grand 
Mae A which 1 have been diſcour- 
ſing of.” You will then more ſenſt- 
| bly underſtand and be convincedof 
it chan by all the Arguments that 


can 


43 . Same 7 

Ci beeffe'd or rathien, 
Whetcas wy che 
 Uniſandtified Minds and! Profarie 
Lines deſpiſe and froff ar thee! of 
whichitheyhave no 9 
will. not believe the: Exifterice and 
Power: of 'God which chey nevet 


felt. Strive:then by ani Ioward: Bx- 


permment / to confute Acheiſm-: fo 
that you thay riot have afiy Inclina- 
tion to! fay tm (you? hearts (though 
you do-:not uttet>it- with your 
rongues ) There is no God, .but-thac 
you- may beſo ſtroigly convinced 
of the contrary Truth that you may 
be able to aſſert ic with'a firm ahd 
unſhaken Belief, and from an _ 
nal ſenſe of it on your: hearts, 

atteſt the _ of it it to: che wits 
World. T7 


ellis ; ore 
contrary; Mew of 
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